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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of polio cases
reported in Pakistan

this year
R

Pakistan is the only country
23 other than Afghanistan, where

polio remains endemic. The
fresh cases were reported in the Tank and
Morth Waziristan districts, the National
Institute of Health (NIH) said in a

statement, adding that both the victims
are girls aged 16 months and two years. rn

Number of polio cases reported in
Pakistan this year
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. Pakistan is the only country other than Afghanistan,
where polio remains endemic.
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. The fresh cases were reported in the Tank and
North Waziristan districts,
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Goa to host
the Chess
World Cup

in November
REE——

Sports Bureau

The Chess World Cup will
get underway in Goa on
November 1. The knockout
tournament featuring most
of the world’s top players
will conclude on Novem-
ber 26, or a day earlier, if
the final is decided without
the tiebreakers.

This is the second time
India is hosting the presti-
gious event; the first one
was in 2002 in Hyderabad,
where Viswanathan Anand
became the champion.
Last month, Divya Desh-
mukh had won the wo-
men’s World Cup after
beating Koneru Humpy in
an allindia final in
Georgia.

As the host, India
should be hoping to make
it a double. In players like
World champion D. Gu-
kesh, R. Praggnanandhaa
and Arjun Erigaisi, India
has some strong conten-
ders.

“After the success of the
women’s World Cup held
in Georgia, we are proud to
bring the FIDE World Cup
to Goa,” the world chess
governing body’s president
Arkady Dvorkovich said.
“The representatives of 90
plus countries are expect-
ed to take part.”

The top three from the
World Cup will become
eligible to play at Candi-
dates tournament, the
qualifier for the World
championship.
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Goa tp hos;t thg Chess World Cup in November
AT FdaR H I[ae [y ST BT HeraHT SR

The Chess World Cup will get underway in Goa on November 1.

TSl faY 9 BT [E3ATT a1 | 1 75aR B gt

. The knockout tournament featuring most of the world’s top players will conclude on
November 26, or a day earlier, if the final is decided without the tiebreakers.

W%WW@WWNWWW%W@W@W 1 ua e
U5, AT WT3Tel fa1 TTsiR & o B STl 5

. This is the second time India is hosting the prestigious event; the first one was in
2002 in Hyderabad, where Viswanathan Anand became the champion.

Ig gl AR § 916 YRA 39 UIA¥d SIS &1 Hofai 3R 6T §; Ugdl aR Ig 2002 H 3161
T g3 T, W51 fAyATY=T 3M1+ig fasiar a1 3|

. Last month, Divya Deshmukh had won the women’s World Cup after beating
Koneru Humpy in an all-India final in Georgia.

o 7, feeaT Sxrga 3 ST § gU Sifa-3iear g & S gril &l grs A
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. As the host, India should be hoping to make it a double. In players like World
champion D. Gukesh, R. Praggnanandhaa and Arjun Erigaisi, India has some strong
contenders.

ATEH & ©U H YR B! 58 390 1 &1 IWE arft | fay Sfa= &, 1w, R, ugmree
3R 3ol Tt o fRaenfeat & YRd & U $© Holgd gldeR ]

o “After the success of the women’s World Cup held in Georgia, we are proud to bring
the FIDE World Cup to Goa,” the world chess governing body’s president Arkady
Dvorkovich said.

“Sirorar § SRR Afea fay U & Iwad & a1e, g4 s fay v & Mar a= R 14
Waﬂﬁ% » {3y IR i v & 3reger JThidT grbitad - ol
“The representatlves of 90 plus countries are expected to take part.”

90'@3{@?5%“@[ YRR & yr aF @t IuiE B

The top three from the World Cup will become eligible to play at Candidates tournament,
the qualifier for the World champlonshlp
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1. QUIZ

Questions and Answers to the preu'inus day’s daily quiz: 1. The manner in
which Ganesha art featured in temple art under the Rashtrakutas and Chalukyas.
Ans: From the 6th-8th centuries, Ganesha appeared in Rashtrakuta cave
temples at Ellora and in Chalukya sites at Badami, Aihole, and Pattadakal,
reflecting his rising ritual importance

2. The earliest inscriptional evidence of Ganesha outside India. Ans: The oldest
known Ganesha statue with an inscription comes from northern China in
531 A.D.

3. The reason the Portuguese banned Ganesh Chaturthi in Goa. Ans: After 1566,
the Goa Inquisition outlawed public rituals, including idol worship,
devotees preserved devotion by secretly venerating drawings, turmeric,
or areca nuts as symbolic representations of Ganesha within their homes.
4. The way in which Bal Gangadhar Tilak transformed Ganesh Chaturthi into a
nationalist festival in 1893. Ans: Tilak used Ganesha’s cross-caste appeal to
unite people under religious cover, bypassing British “Seditious Meetings
Act” which limited public assemblies; theatre and songs in public pandals
carried veiled anti-colonial messages, making the festival a tool of
political mobilisation.

5. The environmental concern around Ganesh idol immersion. Ans: The
widespread use of Plaster of Paris idols painted with chemical dyes causes
severe water pollution during immersion.

Visual: Identify this carving. Ans: This Gupta-era carving of Ganesha can be
seen at Udayagiri Caves near Vidisha

Early Bird: K.N. Viswanathan

QuUIZ

e Ganesha Art in Rashtrakuta and Chalukya Temples (6th—8th Century CE)
APHE 3R ATged HieR! & TorT el (6d1-8d Traredt ¥

e Rashtrakuta Temples (Ellora Caves)
RTEFE HiER (TART YPTY)

e Ellora Caves: Located in Maharashtra, Ellora is a UNESCO World Heritage site
known for its monumental rock-cut temples and monasteries.
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Ganesha Lena (Cave 17A): A dedicated cave temple featuring a prominent image of
Lord Ganesha, reflecting the deity's significance during the Rashtrakuta period.
TOIRT AT (TWT 17A): T THIU 0T
iR F e TG 70T 1 g cri%lm
Al T%gw ®Td H Sad1 b A ﬁ

|
Chalukya Temples (Badami, Aihole,
Pattadakal)
AT HfeR (@rert, UEi, ugeda)
Badami Cave Temples: Situated in
Karnataka, these temples are renowned
for their rock-cut architecture and intricate
carvings.

IR w1 HR: Pl ¥ R, ﬁqﬁT&m‘rﬁﬁaﬁlﬁﬁql@wml ﬁvuﬂcm
TR & fere ufrg €

Ganesha Depictions: Notably, Cave 2 houses a relief of Lord Ganesha, emphasizing
the deity's role in the religious practices of the Chalukya dynasty.

oy 0T IR U R, [T 2 H WA M0 B SHR Hd 8, S arded a9
&1 YTt TRURTST T Gadl & YfiewT & Y@ifhd Hrdl g |

Aihole and Pattadakal: These sites further illustrate the Chalukyas' devotion to
Ganesha, with various sculptures and carvings dedicated to the deity.

A R TTeTa. ﬁwmﬁﬂm%qﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ww% EE|
SadT &) gAY 3F AT 3R TapIRmar et 81

Artistic and Cultural Context

FATHS 3R Aixpiae deuf

Suppression of Ganesha Worship During the Goa Inquisition

a1 SfPTTRI & SRTE 0T YST &1 g8

Goa Inquisition (1561-1812): Established by the Portuguese to enforce Catholic
orthodoxy in colonial India.

TraT ST (1561-1812): IUFARN HRA & FURre Ffearg ary s & i
geimferal gRT RAfU|

Targeted Practices: Focused on suppressing Hindu rituals, including idol worship,
and promoting Catholic conversion.

aférd guTe: %garﬁgﬁﬁ(qﬁwq%mﬁaaﬁaﬁv%zﬁm AfaRoT o
EEEICEREN

Impact on Ganesha Worship:

TTOIRT oIT UR YT

Ban on Public Rituals: In 1566, public Hindu rituals, including idol worship, were
outlawed.

ATt~ SEHI R ufdae: 1566 & Ardwie &g s (@ gon afea)
PIGCRRSRIRIRIEIT

Secret Devotion: Devotees resorted to clandestine methods to honor Ganesha, using
symbolic representations.

Page5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

T TR Hekdl = TORT BT S(RTEAT o foTT UcliebTee Tiiehl T IUANT R §U
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e Bal Gangadhar Tilak's Strategic Use of Ganesh Chaturthi for Political
Mobilisation

T TR faae® gRT ISHIfa® Se & fore morer Tgdf &1 vrHifas

e Strategic Use of Ganesh Chaturthi: Bal Gangadhar Tilak transformed the
traditionally private Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations into a grand public festival in
1893. This move aimed to unite people across various castes and communities under a
common cultural and religious banner, fostering a sense of national unity.
o1y Tt &1 I0HIfa® ST a1e iR faae A uRuRe w4 9 el
0TSy Tt ST B 1893 H U YT AW AIgR H 9ad [Tl 39 HaH &l
Ie=Y fafia Sfaat Sik el & @l &) U I1eh Wik idd SR 4ifife s aa
TShGIC AT T, orad AP el bl HiHT Hofed |

e Circumventing Colonial Restrictions: The British colonial government had enacted
the Seditious Meetings Act of 1907, which prohibited public gatherings and meetings
deemed seditious. Tilak leveraged religious celebrations, which were exempt from
such restrictions, to organize mass gatherings. This allowed for the dissemination of
anti-colonial sentiments and the promotion of nationalist ideas without violating
colonial laws.

hufrafkie ufaeedl @ a9 fafesr siufafie TReR 7 1907 F e
Y% SifIfraw =) @y far o1, R A ursit 3ik IeTsie! At §H
aTeit §geh! IR Ufdsre T | faees 7 e Il &1 IgRT forn, S U wfereiet
o ¥, MR SHHTY SMiiford &1 | 39 Siufrafre-faridh Hrammai ofik
Ayard! faaRT 1 U9R o1 S dis HHd garl

e Legacy of the Movement: The transformation of Ganesh Chaturthi into a public
festival by Tilak had a lasting impact on Indian society. It not only provided a
platform for political mobilisation but also strengthened cultural identity and unity
among Indians. The festival continues to be celebrated with grandeur, reflecting its
roots in the freedom struggle.

Jigra 3t favraa: faae g1 o agff o) graee AR 4 daaq &

YR FHTS TR T YHTE ST 394 7 dhad Jo-idd 6 &1 Jd Ua

foar afeh Fivgpfas Uga iR YR & o9 Tewhdl & W Ioigd foan| a8

aﬂm%%%nﬁrlﬂwﬁmw%ﬁsﬂaﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ%aa@aﬁ
|
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. SC asks why judiciary can’t review inaction of
Governors on Bills

U S 7 YBT T ATIUTIhT Ta-R] @t fadi w®
fAfshaar ot weiam T8 S APl
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2. India set to finalise GE deal for Tejas jets

YR dold Sied & e g il Sifad © U 34 & duR

3. NCLAT judicial member claims he was approached by
judge for favour

TIgaudt e Wew A grar farar fs S99 U oIt = uef
o &7 R o

4. False righteousness
g1 utfiear / g3t Afaman

5. The EC/I’s ring fence is the Constitution and the law

SIS (ECI) @t & ulRfY dfaen ofik &1 8

6. Play-based learning for India’s future

YRd & Hidwg & forg @a-smeunia Rrem

7.  Cooperatives at a crossroads

IEHINAIE TP TRTE TR
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SC asks why judiciary
can’t review inaction
of Governors on Bills

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

1f courts can review a Go-
vernor’s recommendation
for President’s Rule, why
cannot the judiciary exa-
mine a Governor for sitting
on crucial State Bills for
years together, Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai,
heading a Presidential Re-
ference Bench, asked the
Centre and BJP-ruled
States on Tuesday.

“If the discretion exer-
cised by a Governor under
Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion can be judicially re-
viewed, why not the dis-
cretion under Article
200?" Chief Justice Gavai
responded with a question
to a submission made by
the State of Maharashtra,
represented by senior ad-
vocate Neeraj Kishan Kaul,
about the “wide” discre-
tionary powers of
Governors.

Article 356 of the Consti-
tution covers the circum-
stances leading to the Pre-
sident’s Rule in a State. The
President’s decision is
based on a report given by
the Governor about the fai-
lure of the constitutional
machinery of the State.

Article 200 deals with
the Governor’s power to
deal with State Bills placed
before him for assent.

The Supreme Court, in
its judgment in S.R. Bom-
mai case (1994), had held
that the proclamation of
President’s Rule could be
reviewed by courts to en-
sure it was not motivated
by mala fide reasons.

The Presidential Refe-
rence was triggered by an
April 8 judgment of a two-
judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court in a petition
filed by Tamil Nadu against
its Governor, who had
been sitting on Bills since
2020.

The judgment had pre-
scribed three-month dea-

Q If the discretion
exercised by
a Governor under
Article 356 of the
Constitution can be
judicially reviewed,
why not the discretion
under Article
2007
JUSTICE
B.R. GAVAT
Chief Justice
of India

dlines for the President
and Governors to decide
on State Bills.

Supporting the Presi-
dential Reference, the
Centre and States like Mah-
arashtra, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Goa, Haryana and
the Union Territory of Pu-
ducherry argued that the
judiciary cannot limit the
President and Governors
to deadlines.

“If there is anything
wrong in the conduct of
the Governor, the Parlia-
ment will take care. It
should not be placed be-
fore the judiciary,” Mr. Kaul

ed

“So if the Governor sits
on Bills from 2020 to 2025,
the court should sit power-
less,” the CJI asked. Ap-
pearing for Maharashtra,
senior advocate Harish
Salve argued that the ac-
tion of giving gubernatorial
assent to a Bill was the “cul-
minating step of the legisla-
tive procedure”.

“The functions of the
Governor under Article
200 are indisputably legis-
lative in character,” Mr.
Salve submitted.

To this the Chief Justice
quoted Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar’s words that the Centre
and States would function
within their own respec-
tive domains unless there
was an internal
emergency.

SC asks why judiciary can’t review inaction
of Governors on Bills

g S A YBT T ATAUTIART Ta-1R] Bl
fyat w fAfspaar @t afien 78 s gadt

If courts can review a Governor’s recommendation for
President’s Rule, why cannot the judiciary examine a
Governor for sitting on crucial State Bills for years
together, Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, heading a
Presidential Reference Bench, asked the Centre and BJP-
ruled States on Tuesday.

3R 3rgTerd TPufd AT 3 w1 ux 1o+t #1 aitan
P Pl g dl YTAUTierehT a8l 9P Heaqul Iy fadasl =
93 Y5 1A TR D i I 8] PR APall, HRd & &I
=grardiEr . 3R, Tag 7 HireaR S ayufa @ ¢ #
SEAT Hd U Bg MY YTSTUT Iy Irsal T Y31

. “If the discretion exercised by a Governor under Article 356 of the
Constitution can be judicially reviewed, why not the discretion under
Article 200?” Chief Justice Gavai responded with a question to a
submission made by the State of Maharashtra, represented by senior
advocate Neeraj Kishan Kaul, about the “wide” discretionary powers of
Governors.

3R WAL P TV 356 P ded 7Ta-R gRI [HT MY fAIBTRIBR Bt
A% Tfter 8 Wbl § <Y 3rgede 200 & dgd U 7Y fAAHIUGR ) ol
Tet? T rnefter 1as A IRy sifgear ke fpe #ta gri ufaffia
T T HERTY W7 F gelid R T TaTet YT s TawRl & “canI e
fIdPTIUBR HT I AT

. Article 356 of the Constitution covers the circumstances leading to
the President’s Rule in a State. The President’s decision is based on a
report given by the Governor about the failure of the constitutional
machinery of the State.

HAUTT BT T 356 I IRFURIT B! HaR o & o fbt Iog o

APUfe JTHA BT 3R < STt 8 | Apufcl BT Foka TaR gR1 Iy Y Faure 7=l ot faerd
TR & 78 Ui R el gidr 3|

Article 200 deals with the Governor’s power to deal with State Bills placed before him for

assent.

3TIG 200 I Vo T Feerd § TP d8d Ta-R & I TR 34 fadus! ©R wgafy &

ST g1

The Supreme Court, in its judgment in S.R. Bommai case (1994), had held that the
proclamation of President’s Rule could be reviewed by courts to ensure it was not motivated
by mala [1de reasons.

A $1d 7 TH.3MR. TS TS (1994) & 30 T § Fer ot fs

M B SGaroT

D AT GRT FHIET BT ST Gabell § Il Tg GI13d 51 Ub 1o Tg GHIGTYYl HRUT J IR =

gl

The Presidential Reference was triggered by an April 8 judgment of a two-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court in a petition [Jled by Tamil Nadu against its Governor, who had been
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sitting on Bills since 2020.

e %! afreATg SR TR U TifeT R YHiH I @ g-amandis die & 8 | &
THd 3 ARG o, forw Fet a1 o fob ek 2020 ¥ f3gus! R o g |

The judgment had prescribed three-month deadlines for the President and Governors to
decide on State Bills.

Tygal H Ayufd 3R TaR1 & for 3red fadaet iR Fofa o7 & foe i w8+ ot wwasian @
CaRiERif

Supporting the Presidential Reference, the Centre and States like Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Haryana and the Union Territory of Puducherry argued that the
judiciary cannot limit the President and Governors to deadlines.

T 1 JHdH B gU PR IR HERTY, ISR, BTG, 74T, garn qu &g
TSR GGl S Il A o e b =amaufert gufd SR ARl B ST a6
AT T8t B el |
“If there is anything wrong in the conduct of the Governor, the Parliament will take care. It
should not be placed before the judiciary,” Mr. Kaul argued.

3R AR & TRV B $ 1A § A SUD! SUHT TAG B | T U] & A et
G ST AR, ot et A adb e

“So if the Governor sits on Bills from 2020 to 2025, the court should sit powerless,” the CJI

asked. Appearing for Maharashtra, senior advocate Harish Salve argued that the action of
giving gubernatorial assent to a Bill was the “culminating step of the legislative procedure”.

< I AR 2020 A 2025 TF FYTH! TR 93 I I SHETAd ST §372” WIASME 7 THTI
HERTY $1 3R ¥ U 8Id gU IRY 3ifiaed] gRIT ATed 7 db faan fob foveht fadues &1 ek ol
wepfa S faurh wfear o sifow e 81

“The functions of the Governor under Article 200 are indisputably legislative in character,” Mr.
Salve submitted.

TG 200 & T8 AR & S FAfdarg wu I faurh yefa & g §, ot 9red 3 vga |
To this the Chief Justice quoted Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s words that the Centre and States
would function within their own respective domains unless there was an internal emergency.

T R T AT 3 ST, Y. 3R, 3ASHT & Wsal H1 garan faan fs g 3R Iy 3qA-310=
&7 H BT I T dP b BIs MNP MTUTdDTA 7 8l
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India set to finalise
GE deal for Tejas jets

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Soon after the government
cleared the ¥62,000-crore
order for 97 additional LCA
Tejas Mark 1A fighter jets,
India is close to finalising a
deal worth about $1 billion
with U.S. firm General
Electric (GE) for 113 GE-404
engines to power the indi-
genous aircraft.

Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) has already
contracted 99 GE-404 en-
gines for the first batch of
83 LCAs. The fresh pro-
curement will meet the re-
gquirement for the next 97
fighters, ensuring continui-
ty in supplies and avoiding
production delays, officials
said. The deal is expected
to be sealed by September.
With the new order, HAL's
total requirement of 212
GE-404 engines will be
met. GE is expected to
ramp up deliveries to two

engines a month. HAL
plans to deliver the first 83
fighters by 2029-30 and the
next 97 by 2033-34.

In parallel, HAL is nego-
tiating a larger deal for 200
GE-414 engines, required
for the LCA Mark 2 and the
Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft (AMCA). Va-
lued at around $1.5 billion,
the agreement is expected
to include 80% transfer of
technology.

About 162 engines will
be for LCA Mark 2 fighters,
while 10 will power AMCA
prototypes.

The expanded LCA pro-
gramme is intended to re-
place the IAF’s retiring
MiG-21 fleet and boost indi-
genisation by generating
work for defence MSMEs.
India is also pursuing an in-
digenous fighter engine
project in partnership with
French firm Safran. These
engines will power AMCA
fighter jets.

India set to finalise
GE deal for Tejas

jets

YR dold oed &

fore SRS Wt sifem
Y 39 B AR

Soon after the
government cleared the
¥62,000-crore order for
97 additional LCA Tejas
Mark 1A fighter jets, India
is close to finalising a
deal worth about $1
billion with U.S. firm
General Electric (GE) for
113 GE-404 engines to
power the indigenous
aircraft.

ITHR GRT 262,000 HIS

T 31 97 fafvea

e Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) has already
contracted 99 GE-404 engines
for the first batch of 83 LCAs.
The fresh procurement will meet

the requirement for the next 97 fighters, ensuring continuity in supplies and avoiding
productlon delays, officials said. The deal is expected to be sealed by September.

faffes (HAL) Ugd &) 83 TaRilT &t ugch QU & forw 99 Sis-404 So1

BT Y HR GDI 5| T3 TG AT 97 ASTH
oA gfyd st SR Iare & St § Famwh, &rfﬂao-r&q‘r?rwmg@aﬁmmwau

BH & 3uie 3

i &1 saRadmdl & T SN, SYfd o
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With the new order, HAL'’s total requirement of 212 GE-404 engines will be met. GE is
expected to ramp up deliveries to two engines a month. HAL plans to deliver the first 83
fighters by 2029-30 and the next 97 by 2033-34.

T TS & I, TIULA Bl 212 Si15-404 911 &1 Hl AAIH T3 81 e | Sfts § IHiG §
1% 95 feelia’l &1 TgIH 7Ll H Gl $919 FHR 11| TIULd &1 Aol § [ 98 Ugdl 83 TSR

fauT 2029-30 9P 3R 3T 97 fAHT 2033-34 9 TIY Tf |

In parallel, HAL is negotiating a larger deal for 200 GE-414 engines, required for the LCA
Mark 2 and the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA). Valued at around $1.5
billion, the agreement is expected to include 80% transfer of technology.

1Y §, TITTS 200 SMS-414 F9H & [T TP IS i W SITdd PR @1 &, o TAHIY /I 2
3R Tsaivts HifSan e TIRBTUE (AMCA) & AU S1axas® & | a1 $1.5 e qea &1
Ig qHSIIT 80% MNFAD! ARV &1 M B Bt G B

About 162 engines will be for LCA Mark 2 fighters, while 10 will power AMCA prototypes.
TTHT 162 SO TAHT AP 2 AT fauml & o g1, STafd 10 §o79 TeH=iiT wieiersy &
fad 1

The expanded LCA programme is intended to replace the IAF’s retiring MiG-21 fleet and
boost indigenisation by generating work for defence MSMEs.

AT Teriie STHwpH 1 I230 HRE aTga-T & SaTg 8t T8 firT-21 98 &) s
3R &1 THTATHS & fOIT HTH I HRdb WdSRNBHRUT B! §¢Idl ST 5 |

India is also pursuing an indigenous fighter engine project in partnership with French firm
Safran. These engines will power AMCA fighter jets.

HRd WA S BI & 1Y JER] H Uh e aoT® o U &1 1 dieT R
B¢ 3§ QAT dsTe famm &l wifd <71
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NCLAT judicial member claims he
was approached by judge for favour

ress 0 1a
NEW DELHI

In arare incident, a judicial
member of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has al-
leged being “approached
by one of the most revered
members of the higher jud-
iciary”, seeking an order in
favour of a party. The
member has recused him-
self from hearing the
matter.

The Chennai-based
Bench of the appellate tri-
bunal has recorded the in-
cident in a two-paragraph
order passed on August 13.

Recuses himself
Justice Sharad Kumar Shar-
ma, the judicial member of
the NCLAT, has recused
himself from hearing the
matter.

“We are anguished to

Justice Sharad Kumar Sharma

observe that one of us,
Member (Judicial), has
been approached by one of
the most revered members
of the higher judiciary of
this country for seeking an
order in favour of a partic-
ular party. Hence, I recuse
to hear the matter,” the
NCLAT Bench said in the
order.

It requested that the
matter be placed “before
the Hon’ble chairperson

for nomination of an ap-
propriate Bench” for
hearing.

The two-member Bench
comprised Justice Sharma
and Technical Member Ja-
tindranath Swain. The
Bench was hearing an ap-
peal filed by A.S. Reddy,
suspended director of Hyd-
erabad-based KLSR Infra-
tech, which is facing cor-
porate insolvency
resolution process under
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC).

The judgment in the
matter was reserved by the
insolvency appellate tribu-
nal on June 18 after com-
pletion of hearing. It also
granted seven days’ time to
both parties to file written
submissions, if any. The
matter was listed for or-
ders on August 13 before
the two-member Chennai
Bench.

When the matter was
called, Justice Sharma re-
cused from the matter and
mentioned the reason in a
two-para order passed on
that day.

The process was initiat-
ed by the Hyderabad
Bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) against KLSR Infra-
tech over a plea filed by its
creditor on July 14, 2023. It
had appointed an interim
resolution professional af-
ter suspending the firm’s
board.

The order was chal-
lenged by A S Reddy before
the NCLAT.

Justice Sharma, who re-
tired from the High Court
of Uttarakhand on Decem-
ber 31, 2023 and then
joined NCLAT as a judicial
member on February 19,
2024, has earlier recused
himself in several cases.

NCLAT judicial member claims he was approached by
judge for favour

TRATaedt e . A g1 faar {6 373 ush oIl A ued

o &7 SR o

In a rare incident, a judicial member of the National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has alleged being “approached by one of the most revered
members of the higher judiciary”, seeking an order in favour of a party. The
member has recused himself from hearing the matter.
TS gaiH geHT #, WP o fafdr srdftefta siftrewor (NCLAT) & T =aRie
e = SRIY T § 6 379 “Ia ATAUIADT & e THId Jadi | o

U~ A frell uer & uer ¥ 3= 3 BT IRIY fhaT| ey A ¥ Hd 1 gHars

q g B T B o 3

e The Chennai-based Bench of the appellate tribunal has recorded the incident in a two-

paragraph order passed on August 13.

3ifepRur ) Ao FRUT WS 3 59 U B 13 3ARA ! f2T 7T S-WRIUTB & 1S H gl

fFar gl
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Recuses himself
e P e fomar
Justice Sharad Kumar Sharma, the judicial member of the NCLAT, has recused himself
from hearing the matter.
W$meﬁmwwﬁmﬁWQ§aﬁ T R

I

“We are anguished to observe that one of us, Member (Judicial), has been approached by
one of the most revered members of the higher judiciary of this country for seeking an order in
favour of a particular party. Hence, | recuse to hear the matter,” the NCLAT Bench said in the
order.

g% g SR UIST 58 o BHH ¥ U, We (JT10%), T 9 S B 3= TIuIfers] & Jad
TG Sawdl § 4 T A foreit fa=iy Ugf & el # a1 & 1 oY foban| s9farg, # 39 Al
B TS I Ge DI S BT B, I8 91 M H TAHITaget Uis 3 &l
It requested that the matter be placed “before the Hon’ble chairperson for nomination of an
appropriate Bench” for hearing.

O SRIY ot o AT &1 gaTs & fod “HIFHT 3reaef & THe I U6 & AMHiHT &
fere T@ Wi
The two-member Bench comprised Justice Sharma and Technical Member Jatindranath
Swain. The Bench was hearing an appeal filed by A.S. Reddy, suspended director of
Hyderabad-based KLSR Infratech, which is facing a corporate insolvency resolution process
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

&l vewly die & =g wmt oiR da-ie! vewg wfde-Ty T+ AMHd 3| 98 Ue T.Ud. ¥§t
SR SRR A Pt GAaTs B 6t 2R, Sl §erTa1E T PTATHSNR §3pIeH & fHafad Fewed g
aﬁ?gﬁﬁmmqﬁvﬁw&&mﬁ%m(m)%aﬁﬁuﬁ?ﬁawwaﬂmwmm
TwIg

The judgment in the matter was reserved by the insolvency appellate tribunal on June 18
after completion of hearing. It also granted seven days’ time to both parties to file written
submissions, if any. The matter was listed for orders on August 13 before the two-member
Chennai Bench.

aa § BT 18 S & Y41 Y3 811 & §1e fearar sdtelta sifereor gRT JRfgr war mar i
O a1 vl 31 faiea uRgfaal aied = & foe ara faer &1 oft fean | Armer 13 errea
DI &l YT A9g W6 & GHel SIS o (AT Yaias o T AT

Justice Sharma recused from the matter

=g =t A Are 3 ge @1 e fhar

called, Justice Sharma recused from the matter and mentioned the reason in a two-para
order passed on that day.

T T, e Tt A A S Ge B AT fmar 3R 39 3T 3T T S)-IRme & smewr o
PRUI T I (b T |

The process was initiated by the Hyderabad Bench of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) against KLSR Infratech over a plea filed by its creditor on July 14, 2023. It
had appointed an interim resolution professional after suspending the firm’s board.

I8 WishaT I S fafr Sfrwor (NCLT) 3t 38RTa1E W3 GRTKLSR Infratech & RIAT®
ISP UGR GRT 14 FATE, 2023 P TRR U IMIHT IR e B T8 A | $H SO & SIS Dl
cifad & & 91 T SialRy IH1yM URiaR fAged foar o

The order was challenged by A S Reddy before the NCLAT.

3 ST B! T. TH. TSI 3 TIAIeaedt & el g <

Justice Sharma, who retired from the High Court of Uttarakhand on December 31, 2023
and then joined NCLAT as a judicial member on February 19, 2024, has earlier recused
himself in several cases.

=rafd =t 1A 31 faRiaR, 2023 &1 RIS 3= AT § Jar-ghi o ik iR 19
A, zggmﬁwmwavwﬁmﬁa@mmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁ
T TR |
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National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
TS Fuar A srdielr =rnfasor (vadivaed)

¢ The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a quasi-judicial body in India that hears appeals
against the orders passed by the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India (IBBI), and other statutory authorities as specified under various Acts.

o TSET Fuar fafer el #aranffeior (NCLAT) 9RA # U -wa1ls AP g i erder
&uell @ fesgaer (NowLT), Rarar sk Foreius srarerar 1S (18BI) 3R 31 dunfaw et qarw
AR 3t & faveyr el & Forarg wdr g, s T fafdesr gt & qed @fdse fomar
T gl

¢ It plays a critical role in corporate governance, especially in insolvency resolution, company disputes, and
competition law matters.

« JE PIARE TArEaT # fIRIY &7 & Rarar wamme, Foaeh Rt 3R afavqut s a g6t
A F Th FAgcaqUl HfAST AT B

e The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, and became operational from
1st June 2016.

o TAHTTATEr T FATT F9at Frfafaas, 2013 v 4RT 410 % Tod &1 1S A WK T 15T 2016 @
foramefer g3m|

Key Functions and Jurisdiction

vE AR AR

e Appellate Authority

o 1Yol wf&ravor

e The NCLAT hears and decides appeals from the following bodies:

« TAAITETdr frfaf@a fRert @ el gorar § 3R 3@ ARt X §:

¢ National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) — under the Companies Act, 2013
o AU FUA AT Regarer (NCLT) - Fuelt Az, 2013 & dga

¢ Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) — under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016
o faren 3 ForenUer 3reTEGT 1 (1BBI) - feaTen 31X Forente 3raTHAT WiEAT (1BC), 2016 3 Jgd

e Competition Commission of India (CCl) — under the Competition Act, 2002

o S gfaeqat 3maer (ccl) - gfawaat srfafaws, 2002 F dgd
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¢ National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) — under the Companies Act, 2013
o Ty faeler Raiféer wifsor (NFRA) - Fasit sf@fawe, 2013 & aga

¢ Role in Insolvency
o Rarer ATt 7 syfAer

¢ Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016, the NCLAT is the primary appellate body to hear
grievances related to insolvency resolution plans and liquidation processes decided by the NCLT.

« Rrarer 3 Forelter sraterar WR¥AT (1BC), 2016 F TEd, TAHITATS AET Il RFAE S
fearem wamuTeT et 3R fAfFase yfranst @ gafia Rierat & goars #dr g, 5
NCLT & faolar fear grar &1

¢ Role in Competition Law

o wfaequt Freger & e

¢ It hears appeals against orders passed by the CCl, providing checks and balances in cases of anti-
competitive practices and abuse of dominance.

* g CCI G@RT IR 31eRi & fageer 3rdiell & Forars ar &, forad gfaeqei-faeh somait 3ik
TS[ca & GRUANTS Al # frgor AR Aol S & B
¢ Role under Companies Act, 2013

o FUelt AT, 2013 F dBa AT

* Hears appeals relating to disputes involving shareholders, mismanagement, oppression, mergers, and
demergers.

« Ig WIURH, FHaH, Scdiser, e, 3R Reneer @ deftra faarel w rdel 1 gorars i g
Structure and Composition
* Chairperson — Appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India.

¢ Judicial Members and Technical Members — The Tribunal includes a mix of Judicial and Technical
Members, ensuring expertise in both legal and financial/corporate matters.

¢ Benches — NCLAT has principal bench in New Delhi and may have additional benches at other places as
notified.
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False righteousness

Courts must protect rights of citizens,
not allow the state untrammelled power

n urging the Union government to work on

guidelines to regulate speech on social me-

dia, the Supreme Court of India is seeking to
empower an executive that is already weaponis-
ing the legal limits on freedom of expression. In
response to a petition by a non-profit assailing de-
rogatory remarks by online figures against dis-
abled persons, the Court issued instructions that
further a problematic trend of the judiciary eg-
ging on the state to encroach on legal grey areas
with statutory restrictions that undermine con-
stitutionally guaranteed rights. To regard distas-
teful humour, however disturbing it might be, as
a problem to be solved through the courts and by
executive rulemaking, is to fall into a deceptive
trap of imagined righteousness that progressive
democracies should avoid. There are always un-
pleasant consequences in expanding powers to
police speech: partisans wield their powers to fe-
rociously monitor what is or is not appropriate,
instrumentalising agencies of the state to sup-
press art and political speech they do not like; ci-
tizens find themselves constantly looking over
their shoulder before expressing themselves. Un-
der the overbearing atmosphere of censored ex-
pression, truths and ideas that must be reckoned
with for a functioning democracy are stifled. Pe-
ople should not have to constantly look against
asterisks that set terms and conditions for funda-
mental liberties. Film producers and directors
have been pushed away from exploring subject
matters that would help India progress socially,
and journalists have been dealing with first infor-
mation reports for carrying out their professional
duties.

In recent years, the Union government has,
formally and informally, expanded its control of
online speech, with the problematic Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, and an amend-
ment to those Rules that would allow social me-
dia companies to be proceeded against for con-
tent posted by users that has been flagged by the
government. Monday's instructions seem set to
expand those ambitions, which are themselves
under challenge with the Supreme Court. Hate
speech and speech inciting violence against mi-
norities are criminalised in India, giving disad-
vantaged groups powerful avenues of recourse
when they are legitimately wronged. Handing an
executive, which already has a record of mala
fide weaponisation of media and speech regula-
tions, more powers would be dangerous in the
extreme. At a fundamental level, such judicial
pronouncements, which cite “misuse of freedom
of speech” as a ground, seem to misperceive the
framework of their institutional role: that of a
protector of rights under a clear constitutional
framework, and not of an unchallenged lord in a
feudal society.

False righteousness

g utfifear / gt Afawan

e Courts must protect rights of citizens, not allow the state
untrammelled power

T BT ANTRD! & ATUBTRY DI & B AT, A o 59 B
Srfifia wifea (untrammelled power) Gl Gﬂﬁ%azﬂiﬂ%ql

Supreme Court on Regulation of Speech on Social Media

TR IV & 99 R g9 <[reg

¢ Inurging the Union government to work on guidelines to regulate
speech on social media, the Supreme Court of India is seeking to
empower an executive that is already weaponising the legal limits on
freedom of expression.

Hate AT - $% EXGR 9§ A=A HHSAT R YN[ D FRIGT B
& forg femmfard=r S &1 38 Sd gU Uh U SRIUTIrdT ! I=rad
A BT TN a1 8, St ugd 9 € erfiraafay &Y wad=an & ST
refl &7 gRARSRT IR Y81 B

¢ Inresponse to a petition by a non-profit assailing derogatory
remarks by online figures against disabled persons, the Court issued
instructions that further a problematic trend of the judiciary egging on
the state to encroach on legal grey areas with statutory restrictions
that undermine constitutionally guaranteed rights.

% IR-ATYSRY W16+ gR1 fawaiT afemal & ars siars
iRl &1 YA fewfirEl &1 g 3 arelt aTfRI®T & SaTe &,
T 3 T R Rt fru St =ararfiesT gR1 I &) wautfe
SFUPRI B! FASR FHRA aral uTe ufaael & SR ST gead e
TR AL TR & o IS Bt fRiaree Ughy & ¢k o 9g1d &
e To regard distasteful humour, however disturbing it might be, as a
problem to be solved through the courts and by executive rulemaking,
is to fall into a deceptive trap of imagined righteousness that
progressive democracies should avoid.

gfrd g1 1, TR 98 fobra ot R A aren &t 9 9, amareral 3R
PRIt foram fmtor & arenm I 59 &1 o arel! 991 AT, U6
ST YTHG & YHS oTd B Ha ¢, o wrfa=ita dtwdl o
CEEIEIIHY!

e There are always unpleasant consequences in expanding powers
to police speech: partisans wield their powers to ferociously monitor
what is or is not appropriate, instrumentalising agencies of the state to
suppress art and political speech they do not like; citizens find
themselves constantly looking over their shoulder before expressing
themselves.

yTyur 1 gferRiTT #t mifaaal &1 fawar ga=n ¢ifig ufkomy @ 8
T&UTaYUf ST 3701 XIfeRi T IUGRT SHTehTHSD U J U5 TR B |

FRA ¢ b T IUGad § 3R T 71T, F oy B TR FHT ITANT HRp 3 ST 3R
ITa® HTTUT DI GaTd § Ol 376 UNG o o; AFRD Qg Pl A I I Ugd gHRI Fadh

TAd gl

e Under the overbearing atmosphere of censored expression, truths and ideas that must be

reckoned with for a functioning democracy are stifled.

IR Sifireafad & gt ATEa |, 3 I 3R f9aR off e prdehia diedd & T siawds &,

3q1 fU 1 &
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People should not have to constantly look against asterisks that set terms and conditions for
fundamental liberties.

mﬁﬁmm\aﬁ$mwﬁsﬁ?ﬁmaﬁ HA AT ARTH ﬁlﬁ (asterisks) &
fIaTs AR =81 ¢ @l

Film producers and directors have been pushed away from exploring subject matters that
would help India progress socially, and journalists have been dealing with FIRs for carrying
out their professional duties.

e fRtar iR FRd=Ie 37 fawdll &1 srFawur v @ R Yo U T § S URE &1 qrmiies
Y Y 3 dg1 H A o Ihd ¥, 3R THHRI P 30 URaR FHacd bl gTe H TR

TH3ATS 3R BT JTHAT BT UST ¢

In recent years, the Union government has, formally and informally, expanded its control of
online speech, with the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, and an amendment to those Rules that would allow social
media companies to be proceeded against for content posted by users that has been
flagged by the government.

BT & I8 B, Fg% WRPR 7 ARG 3R FTAIRG 70 I ATTATST HTHOT G 30T 4701
a1 7, fadive: gaar wenfie) (mewy feznfadar ok f3frea Hifsar smar wfean)
W, 2021 3R I9F TH TN & 1Y, S e Hifsar sufaat o 37wt & forw ¢fsa
TR DI AR a1 8 8 IuaiTamatedt 7 URke faan 8 SR 58 wReR gt fafge fear man g

Monday’s instructions seem set to expand those ambitions, which are themselves under
challenge with the Supreme Court.

IR & A 3T HeaTdhianat & IR H9 & g daR @ €, S g gltw &1 & g
& S g

Hate speech and speech inciting violence against minorities are criminalised in India,
giving disadvantaged groups powerful avenues of recourse when they are legitimately
wronged.

YUIT HTYUT 3R SURIEId] & f{dTe i1 ysh™ a1 YIYur 1 WRd A SroR1y 9iftd farar
a1 7, o dfera 9l &1 3y U 2 Tad T M W wfdaRre Surg U g g

Handing an executive, which already has a record of mala fide weaponisation of media
and speech regulations, more powers would be dangerous in the extreme.

U T PrauTfereT o, 51 ugd 9§ 8t #ifsar ik wwor frast & geuai &1 Rels g, ok
31 RIfakTal ST Srafeids WP BhT|

At a fundamental level, such judicial pronouncements, which cite “misuse of freedom of
speech” as a ground, seem to misperceive the framework of their institutional role: that of a
protector of rights under a clear constitutional framework, and not of an unchallenged lord
in a feudal society.

HIf® TR |, 39 RNe & i Aok, i «ufireafd 5 Wdaar & geuanT &1 3R
TAFA €, I TN YRIPT & &1 B Tad JHg Udid 8id 8- o fb U Wy "aun e e
& dgd SifUeRY & TRerd o YfireT 7, 7 o e At warer & e gl & @t 3t
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The ECI's ring fence is the Constitution and the law

wo major press conferences held in

recent weeks have attracted a good

deal of national attention. The first was

held by the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on August
7, 2025, in New Delhi, where he highlighted
specific instances of manipulation of the voter list
in the Mahadevapura Assembly segment of the
Bangalore central parliamentary constituency
during the 2024 general election. His disclosures
included the fact that a large number of voters
were enrolled in the voters list having the same
address. In some cases, the “father’s name’ was
given as ‘xyz’ and the house number as ‘0".
According to Mr. Gandhi, these facts were
unearthed by his team after painstaking research
of the Election Commission of India (ECI)
documents over six months. These disclosures by
Mr. Gandhi have created consternation among
the citizens of India — if these are true, the entire
electoral system in India would lose its credibility
and India’s democracy will cease to be a genuine
democracy.

The ECI’s stand is unusual

The second press conference, also in New Delhi,
was held by the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and his colleagues on August 17. It was
expected that the CEC would clarify the issues
raised by the LoP. However, the statements made
by the CEC were a kind of a pushback against
what the LoP had said in his press conference. As
a matter of fact, the press conference by the CEC
left citizens none the wiser as many basic
questions were just ignored. The press
conference ended with the CEC issuing an
ultimatum to the LoP — to either submit the
details of his disclosures with a sworn affidavit or
apologise to the nation. This unusual stand of the
ECI shows that it too has joined the political
slugfest. This is a stand that will continue to rattle
political parties for a long time.

The ECl is a high constitutional body that is
entrusted with the task of superintending,
directing and controlling the preparation of
electoral rolls and conducting elections to
Parliament, State legislatures and to the offices of
the President and the Vice President of India.
Article 324 of the Constitution vests enormous
powers in the ECI to perform this task. Itis
mandated to conduct elections in a free and fair
manner, which is a part of the basic structure of
the Constitution. The Supreme Court of India has
held that Article 324 is a reservoir of powers
which the ECI can draw from in order to ensure
that the elections are free and fair. However, it
has to function within the Constitution and law.

Issuing an ultimatum to the LoP is not a part of

¥
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the exercise of power under Article 324 or the
election statutes. It is also not a part of the
exercise of the powers of the ECI to join the
adversarial political discourse in India.

The episode in Bangalore clearly points to the
possibility of electoral lists being tampered with
at some level. It is true that Mr. Gandhi’s
disclosures months after the general election do
not fit into the procedural mould created by the
Representation of The People Act, 1950. This Act
and the rules made thereunder contain a just, fair
and transparent procedural framework which
provides for multiple layers of scrutiny and public
inspection and a just procedure for resolution of
disputes. Further, the election statutes assume
that there is a finality about elections. Therefore,
these statutes cannot deal with the issues which
Mr. Gandhi has raised.

The question is how to deal with it. Attempts
to counter it with senseless technicalities and a
demand for sworn affidavits are non-productive.
Article 324 confers enormous powers on the ECI
so that it would prepare the rolls and conduct
elections in a fair manner. Article 324 implies
responsibilities and obligations to exercise that
power judiciously. So, when a citizen makes a
complaint or a disclosure highlighting serious
irregularities in the preparation of the electoral
rolls, it is the constitutional obligation of the ECI
to examine this carefully and fix the faults in the
system. How could 80 voters be registered under
the same address when it is clear that they cannot
be ordinarily resident there? They voted because
their names were on the roll. Who enrolled them
and under whose directions are serious questions
which need an answer. A person can be
registered in a voters’ list only if he is ordinarily
resident there. This term has been defined as
permanent stay at a place. Are all these 80 people
residing at one address permanently?

The Representation of The People Act 1950
provides for the revision of the electoral rolls.
These rolls can be revised before every election
or every year on the direction of the ECl or a
special revision in a few constituencies or part
thereof for which the ECI needs to record the
reasons (Section 21 of The Representation of The
People Act, 1950). Rule 25 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 shows that the revision done
annually can either be summary revision or
intensive revision (intensively or summarily or
partly intensively and partly summarily).

The Bihar SIR

The ECI is presently engaged in a special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
a State where Assembly elections are due later
this year. Actually, neither the Act not the Rules

contain any term such as special intensive
revision.

There are separate provisions for intensive
revision and special revision. This writer is of the
view that the SIR suffers from certain legal
infirmities. Intensive revision can be done only in
January which is the qualifying date whereas a
special revision can be done at any time; but this
will be limited to certain constituencies or parts
thereof.

The Bihar SIR has the qualifying date as July I,
which is in violation of Section 14(b) in The
Representation of The People Act, 1950, which
says that the 1st day of January shall be the
qualifying date. Qualifying date is the date on
which the revision or preparation of the roll
begins.

There are a number of media reports on the
chaotic conditions in Bihar as a result of the SIR.
Intensive revision within a month isa
contradiction in terms. Rule 25(2) of the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, says that
intensive revision means rolls have to be
prepared afresh and Rule 8 says that the
registration officer shall have to visit every
dwelling house in the constituency to prepare the
roll. It is anybody’s guess whether the registration
officers would be able to visit every dwelling
house in the whole State within one month and
complete the enumeration formalities in
accordance with the procedure. This has sparked
off a huge political agitation in the State.

The ECI claims that the enumeration process
has been completed and 65 lakh voters have been
deleted from the roll. Much against the wishes of
the ECI, the Supreme Court, in an interim order,
directed the ECI to publish the names and the
reasons for their deletion. This order of the Court
has been welcomed by all.

Prescient words
The ECl is a powerful constitutional authority.
But the ECI does not have unfettered powers. The
Constitution has not given anybody or any
authority it created untrammelled powers which
may be misused to the detriment of democracy.
In A.C. Jose vs Sivan Pillai and Ors. (1984),
Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali said, “If the
Commission is armed with such unlimited and
arbitrary powers and if it ever happens that the
persons manning the commission shares or is
wedded to a particular ideology, he could by
giving odd directions cause a political havoc or
bring about a constitutional crisis, setting at
naught the integrity and independence of
electoral process, so important and indispensable
to the democratic system.” These are prophetic
words.

The EC/I's ring fence is the Constitution and the law

SHISMS (ECI) 1 & ulRfY dfaen= ofik &1 8

Two Major Press Conferences and the Question of Electoral Integrity

3! TG U B33 3R gATd URGRIAr &1 Uy

e Two major press conferences held in recent weeks have attracted a good deal of national

attention.

BTS & B H SIS <l U U SHI3hd = AP

TR R BT M b iid frar g

o The first was held by the Leader of the Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi on August 7,
2025, in New Delhi, where he highlighted instances of manipulation of the voter list in the
Mahadevapura Assembly segment of the Bangalore Central parliamentary constituency
during the 2024 general election.
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Ugalt U H13h9 fauer & AT (LoP) WTga Tith §RT 7 SRR 2025, 715 feweht & &0t 7%, Sl
I 2024 AT FATT & SR STGS Aed GHSIT & & HTSAYRT faum=ryuT & & Tagrar
T H Tearsdl i SoR Tl

His disclosures included the fact that a large number of voters were enrolled with the same
address, some with father’s name as ‘xyz’ and house number as ‘0’.

b Gar! § I8 d M AT {6 g A Aagar U &l Ud I Ushiod o, $© &1 fuar &1 9
‘xyz’ 3R TR HER 0’ I T

According to him, these facts were unearthed by his team after six months of research of
Election Commission of India (ECI) documents.

J% SUR, 3P| ¢ A B8 el @I ofid & d1g HIRAI g-1d T (ECI) & gardeil 9
g d IR fbu|

These disclosures have created consternation among citizens — if true, the entire
electoral system would lose credibility and India’s democracy will cease to be genuine.

Rl = ATt ® friar Oar o <t — afe a8 = 8 Y T gATdT @ oo fasyiear @
M 3R YR BT AiPpa arKdb a1 8|

The ECI’s Unusual Stand
AT START PT ST ¥

The second press conference was held by the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and
colleagues on August 17, 2025 in New Delhi.

m@;ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁmg‘@wmmm) 3R I eIIal gRT 17 3R 2025, T8 foewi
|

It was expected that the CEC would clarify the issues, but instead, the statements were a
pushback against the LoP.

IiE ot fdh CEC 371 gl R WHIHRUT &7, difch $9%h S9Ig 378 54T LoP & faars
wfafsear o 2

The press conference ended with an ultimatum to the LoP — to either submit details with a
sworn affidavit or apologise to the nation.

U B19hY 1 3id LoP BT SecTHeH bR g3l — I1 ol I8 WYY & WY faarur < a1 g &
HTGT AT |

This unusual stand shows that the ECI has joined the political slugfest, a stance that will
rattle parties for long.

Tg ST @ <2l § b AT AT A Ieifae Tud & yawr &= forn 8, S dd g
P ST Gal o [qaterd B

The Role of the Election Commission of India (ECI)

YRR gHTd TGN (ECI) Bt YAt

The ECl is a high constitutional body entrusted with preparing electoral rolls and
conducting elections to Parliament, State legislatures, President and Vice President.

ECI U9 3= Haute frema ¢ o) araerar Tt duR -+ 3R wwe, I faemmynay,
APl 3R SRTUF & AT HRA BT S A1 T3

Article 324 of the Constitution gives enormous powers to the ECI, but it must function
within the Constitution and law.

TR BT 3Jd¢ 324 ECI ! cAfIP Mfaadl <aT 8, Al 38 TR 3R ST & IR
T g B T AT

Issuing an ultimatum to the LoP is not part of ECI’'s powers under Article 324 or election
statutes.

LoP ! 3edHed <1 3Jdq 324 1 IHIA! ST & ded ECI &1 Xfaqd! o fgwa el g

Issues Raised by the Bangalore Episode

TGS D HeAT A IS UY
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The episode shows the possibility of tamper_ing with electoral lists at some level.
g g AT G H fordll TR IR IR Dt YT feardht g

Gandhi’s disclosures do not fit into the procedural framework of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, which provides for scrutiny, inspection, and dispute resolution.

gt & S+ wfafiftre siftferaw, 1950 &t uftrarare wuvar § e =761 8id, o 9,
fterur SR faare fuer &1 uay™ &R g

Attempts to counter disclosures with technicalities and demands for affidavits are non-
productive.

G BT THT AP -teb! apt SR YUY B 7Tl J F1 R B

Article 324 gives ECI both powers and obligations to ensure fair elections; it must
examine such complaints carefully. ]

TG 324 ECI ) Freqgl gTa YRR 3 & forw wifekaat 3k qiidie 91 3 &; S Tt
Riprerdt 3t iR ¥ Siid S eyl

Example: 80 voters registered under the same address — a serious irregularity
questioning who enrolled them and under whose direction.

JETERUI: 80 HAGTAT U &1 Ud R gl — U TR sif-ffraar S a8 U Io1dh & i foreq 32
Uoltepd fam ok frasd fAdwr w|

A person can be registered only if he is ordinarily resident, defined as permanent stay at a
place.

H13 Afad Ppad aufl Tolied 81 Tohdl § Id a8 I VI IR [T =0 J forardt g, e anf
2 =yt foar|

The Representation of The People Act 1950
w1 ufafafera s 1950

The Representation of The People Act 1950 provides for the revision of the
electoral rolls.

o ufafafia i ad 1950 Tagrar Rt & TARIE0T ST U HRd1 g

These rolls can be revised before every election or every year on the direction of the ECI or
a special revision in a few constituencies or part thereof for which the ECI needs to record the
reasons (Section 21 of The Representation of The People Act, 1950).

S Gl &1 GRIEU1 U JH1d ¥ Ugd 1 Ydd ay gATd START (ECI) & a1 1R fasar o
Tahdl § 1 3 Hafed &3t a1 39 Ul § faRw geteror fosan s ean g forass forg ecl &)
PR TS HRA Bl & (9 ufafifira sff=as, 1950 Y 4R 21)1

Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 shows that the revision done annually
can either be summary revision or intensive revision (intensively or summarily or partly
intensively and partly summarily).

fram, 1960 &1 foraw 25 <xifar § o arftfes grdleror ar O awiw gfieror o
-1 YAV&I0T 1 qahdl § (Yuid: T, quid: TRIRT a1 3fiflies T8+ $iR 31k aRi)|

The Bihar SIR

fer fa=w T8+ TAl&n (SIR)

The ECI is presently engaged in a special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
a State where Assembly elections are due later this year.

ECI a0 & f¥gR & Aderar gfeal & faiw we= gAdiern (SIR) ¥ o’ €, wgt 39 a9 & 3 o
fayr v ga g B

Actually, neither the Act nor the Rules contain any term such as special intensive revision.
IRad ®, 7 ar sifufera ok 7 8 fraw & faRiw 8= GRsle T S &1s 2eg 3

There are separate provisions for intensive revision and special revision. This writer is of
the view that the SIR suffers from certain legal infirmities.

g TARIET SR faRIw gdieror & fory S1er-Sa Uray™ ¢ | 3 &1 U= § {6 SIR T8
P @it § 7R ]

Intensive revision can be done only in January which is the qualifying date whereas a
special revision can be done at any time; but this will be limited to certain constituencies or
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parts thereof.

8T GANEIUT Had -} B faar o1 gt @ of for aivaar fafy (qualifying date) 81 €,
et faRtw gadteror st ot fsan o S §; Af 98 Had oo HataH &3 a1 3% fgwat
RERSIEEREIT

The Bihar SIR has the qualifying date as July 1, which is in violation of Section 14(b) in
The Representation of The People Act, 1950, which says that the 1st day of January shall
be the qualifying date.

Y8R SIR & Twar faf¥ (qualifying date) 1 J[@TS €, 571 f& o1 wfafaifire srfuferam, 1950
P YRT 14(b) FT IchYA 8, Fo9H BT 71 § 7 1 STa3) agar fafdy grf

Qualifying date is the date on which the revision or preparation of the roll begins.
gt faf¥ (qualifying date) 98 fafy 8 fora wR waarar It &1 gRiteror a1 3ot 3R gt 7
There are a number of media reports on the chaotic conditions in Bihar as a result of the
SIR.

fIER & SIR & URUMRGFY 3RTeI® URfRATaa IR &3 difsar KUl ofrg 51

Intensive revision within a month is a contradiction in terms.

T UTE | g AN Tec & & U ey g1

Rule 25(2) of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, says that intensive revision
means rolls have to be prepared afresh and Rule 8 says that the registration officer shall
have to visit every dwelling house in the constltuency to prepare the roll.

Frafa® deftezur fram, 1960 &1 faw 25(2) Fgar § % 8T gAsteor &1 Adas § i Taerd
TR 1 R @ JTR S A1 3R v 8 el 2 o UoRRUT SRIBT 31 T 9aR He
& forg Fafed 83 & X R 8 91 81|

It is anybody’s guess whether the registration officers would be able to visit every dwelling

house in the whole State within one month and complete the enumeration formalities in
accordance with the procedure.

Tg foreht & forw ot sram 1 fawa B o o vl Siftrerl ¥ va & uop Wi & iR &R
TR S G 3R UfohdT & STHR TUMET SuamRabang O & Ja |
This has sparked off a huge political agitation in the State.

TN T B U 981 AeHIfadD Sfiera- I gl T g |

The ECI claims that the enumeration process has been completed and 65 lakh voters have
been deleted from the roll.

ECI %7 1T § o 7o ufehar gt 81 778 § 3iR 65 @R AdgraTail &l g 3 geT faar mn 3|

Much against the wishes of the ECI, the Supreme Court, in an interim order, directed the
ECI to publish the names and the reasons for their deletion.

ECI &1 3231 & faudid, gofiu #1< 3t 3iafky 1 & ECI &1 1 3R geM & $RUI
TR & BT S fean|
This order of the Court has been welcomed by all.

AT P 39 TR BT IH 3 TWHTd fhar gl

Prescient words

[ALRIRIC

The ECl is a powerful constitutional authority.

ECI U QIfaa=irel Haurf=e wifiraor 3|

But the ECI does not have unfettered powers.

AT ECI & U 3Rfra =fdar (unfettered powers) T8l B

The Constitution has not given anybody or any authority it created untrammelled powers
which may be misused to the detriment of democracy.

e 7 {1 Hl a1 oo gRT 918 7S ot ot Tt bt Ot arftfRra wifeRrar
(untrammelled powers) ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@w%w%%ummwa%

In A.C. Jose vs Sivan Pillai and Ors. (1984), Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali said, “If the
Commission is armed with such unlimited and arbitrary powers and if it ever happens that
the persons manning the commission shares or is wedded to a particular ideology, he could
by giving odd directions cause a political havoc or bring about a constitutional crisis,
setting at naught the integrity and independence of electoral process, so important and
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indispensable to the democratic system.”

A.C. Jose ST Ra fieers wd 3 (1984) #, =gl TH. el
AT ) T 3RAf 3R FwT ifeRyal firet ot € 3R afe it ¥ 8l & fob e &
HTART Afad fhat faRy fIaRYRT &1 T8 HdT § a1 Y ST 8idT 8, df 98 3ofid % v
I IYA-YYT U1 HR JHhdl § A1 HAUTH® Hepe a1 vl o, o frafe uferar #
JGEAT 3R Iaa=aT Y g S, S 3 Arepaite wormedt & fou sreid Agayut iR sifard

2

e These are prophetic words.

3 gRe g 5 |

Play-based learning for India’s future
4GS II: Government Scheme ]

f'we are to build a Viksit

Bharat, we must start where

life begins — by nurturing

the potential of our
youngest citizens. It is in the joyful
laughter of a child at an
Anganwadi centre, in the rhymes
they sing and the blocks they
build, that the promise of our
nation’s future takes shape. Under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India has placed
its youngest citizens at the heart of
its development journey. Mr. Modi
has redefined our national
priorities — not only by investing
in universities and digital
infrastructure, but by recognising
the critical importance of the first
classroom a child steps into: the
Anganwadi.

In today’s India, play is no
longer just a pastime; it is policy.
And the results speak for
themselves. Over the past decade,
the Modi government has
fundamentally reimagined its
approach to early childhood
development. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
recognises that 85% of brain
development occurs before the
age of six. If we seek a smarter,
healthier, and more productive
population, we must invest where
in the first six years of life.

Scientific evidence supports
this shift. A study by the
Department of Clinical
Epidemiology at CMC Vellore
found that children who received
18 to 24 months of structured
early childhood care and
education (ECCE) showed
significant and lasting IQ gains —
up to 19 points by age five, and 5
to 9 points by age nine.

These findings are aligned with
global research. As Nobel Laureate
Dr. James Heckman famously said,
“The earlier, the better — and the
smarter the return.” His research
estimates that investments in early
childhood yield returns of 13-18%.

A child’s first school
Recognising both the economic
and social importance of ECCE,
the Ministry of Women and Child
Development launched Poshan

Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development,
Government of India

Anganwadi
Centres across
the nation are
being
transformed
into nurturing
spaces for
holistic early
learning

Bhi Padhai Bhi - an initiative that
transforms Anganwadi Centres
into vibrant early learning hubs.
For the first time, Anganwadi
workers are being systematically
trained in ECCE, focusing on
activity-based and play-oriented
approaches using local and
indigenous materials. Budget
allocations for teaching-learning
materials have also been
significantly enhanced, and
monthly ECCE days have been
institutionalised. Today, the
Anganwadi Centre is not just a
place for nutrition — it is every
child’s first school, nurturing
curiosity, creativity, and holistic
development in the most critical
years of life.

Holistic development

To guide this transformation, the
Ministry has introduced
Aadharshila, the National
Curriculum for Early Childhood
Care and Education for children
aged 3-6 years. Aadharshila
focuses on the holistic
development of children —
emphasising not only intellectual
growth but also emotional,
physical, and social well-being. It
approaches learning through
structured play, allowing children
to grow and thrive in a nurturing
environment.

Children are instinctively drawn
to play — turning every corner of
their world into a space for
discovery and joy. With the right
environment, this instinct
becomes the foundation for
lifelong learning. Poshan Bhi
Padhai Bhi nurtures this spirit by
providing safe, structured, and
stimulating settings where
children can thrive through
guided play and learning. ECCE
plays a foundational role in
shaping the future of our nation.

Under the Poshan Bhi Padhai
Bhi initiative, Anganwadi Centres
across the nation are being
transformed into nurturing spaces
for holistic early learning. A
structured Aadharshila’s 5+1
weekly plan ensures that the day
begins with 30 minutes of free
play, followed by structured

activities that enhance language,
creativity, motor skills, and social
interaction. After a nutritious
lunch and rest time, the day
concludes with outdoor play and
conversation that reinforce values
and build emotional connections.

This balanced approach to
structured and unstructured play
is critical, especially in the light of
NEP 2020 which has raised the
formal school entry age to six
years. Structured ECCE ensures
that children are ready for school
— emotionally, socially, and
cognitively. What is truly
heartening is the growing trust of
parents across the country.
Families who once viewed
Anganwadis as just nutrition
centres now see them as the first
stepping stones in their child’s
educational journey.

Every child deserves a strong
start, right from birth. Recognising
the foundational importance of
the birth-to-three age group, the
Ministry has also introduced
Navchetna, the National
Framework for Early Childhood
Stimulation. This initiative
empowers parents and caregivers
with simple, play-based,
age-appropriate activities to
nurture young minds at home.

Parental involvement is key to a
child’s development. While
families in higher-income
households may invest in toys and
books, it is the role of the state to
act as an equaliser for those with
fewer means. Through Navchetna
and Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi, we are
bridging this gap, ensuring that
every child, in every corner of the
country, receives the stimulation,
care, and nurturing they need to
thrive from the very beginning.

If India is to truly become
Viksit, our youngest generation
must be empowered with the right
start in life. Play is not a luxury; it
is foundational to learning. The
Ministry of Women and Child
Development remains committed
to ensuring that every child gets
the opportunity to learn, grow,
and flourish, because building the
nation begins with nurturing its
youngest citizens.
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Play-based learning for India’s future

YR & Hidwy & o @a-smuria Rrem

Building a Viksit Bharat through Early Childhood Development
TRIYS 919 A & areaw | fasfa yra &1 i

e |f we are to build a Viksit Bharat, we must start where life begins — by nurturing the potential
of our youngest citizens.
g g faeRra YRd ST ], A 89 98t T YB3M1d AT g1T oTel sitd Y& gidl § — 30
Fe Bl ANTRED] D1 & DI U PRb |

o ltis in the joyful laughter of a child at an Anganwadi centre, in the rhymes they sing and the
blocks they build, that the promise of our nation’s future takes shape

SHFTATE ¥ & St 81 B, S BT SR I T et & TR (Y & Hias 1

aTeT PR A 2|

e Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India has placed its youngest
citizens at the heart of its development journey.
gmmﬁsﬁﬁnﬁ’r%ﬁaaﬁ YR A 30 G4 BIC ANTRDI B1 3T f[db™ A & bhg T 3@

I

e Mr. Modi has redefined our national priorities — not only by investing in universities and
digital infrastructure, but by recognising the critical importance of the first classroom a
child steps into: the Anganwadi.
oft At A TRt s yrufiraarstt &1 fpR @ ufeiia fram & — 7 Haat fayfaemeral oik
fefSrea sraiva™T # FaY b, Sfceh Th o= & Ugd Hafl (SANHATS!) & Hgd Bl Ugdr b |

Play as Policy
HfeFrE ud@a

e Intoday’s Indig, play is no longer just a pastime; it is'policy.
3{TSl & YR B, W 39 bad a0y fyam &1 e 78 §; 98 a8

e Over the past decade, the Modi government has fundamentally reimagined its approach to
early childhood development.

fsd e ax® H, Al PR A RS 919 fae & ufd oo ePeiv &1 Hifes U 4 g
IR forar g

o The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recognises that 85% of brain development
occurs before the age of six.

gr@uﬁ&nﬁﬁr(m‘éd’r) 2020 AT & [ 85% AT 1 fa™ o5 a9 3T o1g ¥ Ugd oIl
|

e Scientific evidence supports this shift. A CMC Vellore study found that children receiving 18-
24 months of structured ECCE showed lasting IQ gains — up to 19 points by age five, and
5-9 points by age nine.

R THIUN 9 Jaard &1 IHH B & | Sl e sregg= & urn a1 fos o sl
18-24 HEA Pt Wfd ECCE freft, 397 wrft 1 3 g5 — Ui I1d &Y 39 a% 19 3P aF,
3R =t AT Bt 3H qD 5-9 3 qD |

o Nobel Laureate Dr. James Heckman estimated that investments in early childhood yield
returns of 13—-18%.

TIT REBR faordr ST, SRT FHAT A STAH AT b TRMANS STedrawyt & a1 ¥ 13-18%
&1 A1 et g

A Child’s First School: Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi
T &1 ygdn faemey: o ff uers oft
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¢ Recognising the importance of ECCE, the Ministry of Women and Child Development
launched Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi.

ECCE & Hgd ®! A=A &d gU, Afedn ud a1a faer o 3 wiwor off uers «oft sifiam

= o
e This inltlatlve transforms Anganwadi Centres into vibrant early learning hubs.
g USS ATTTATEY $al Bl oiidd Ui fRram Ha) & e 3 81

e For the first time, Anganwadl workers are being systematically trained in ECCE with
activity-based and play-oriented approaches using local and indigenous materials.

BT IR, SMFATS! Srdcrdrell o I 3R Wi ArHRl o1 IuaiT Hd Tfafafy-
TR IR V-3a eRHI ¥ Ty TRy U ¥ ECCE & Ui fran <1 w1 81

o Budget allocations for teaching-learning materials have been significantly enhanced, and
monthly ECCE days have been institutionalised.

Rreor-armht & fore Ioidly Sirde &) BB 9g/ET TT §, 3R A ECCE féay &) IRimT
T T g

e Today, the Anganwadi Centre is not just a place for nutrition — it is every child’s first
school, nurturing curiosity, creativity, and holistic development.

(TS, ATATS! g Had UINUT BT R Ta] § — I8 8 o= H1 Ugdl faenad g, St forgmm,
TIATHAD AT 3R IHY faPrT &1 9iftd Har gl

Holistic Development
qHY

e To guide this transformation, the Ministry has introduced Aadharshila, the National
Curnculum for Early Childhood Care and Education for children aged 3-6 years.
39 URAd BT ARG A & e Harerd A smuRfRrer, 3-6 99 oy & s & fau AgH
RIS SR CEHTA SR R8T dTeas s U1 fhar g

¢ Aadharshila focuses on the holistic development of children — emphasising not only
intellectual growth but also emotional, physical, and social well-being.
YRR sl & WY [ R Hfad § — s baa difss faer &l 781 afcp
YT, RIS 3R ATH1IG FHearor ) off IR fear T g

e It approaches learning through structured play, allowing children to grow and thrive in a
nurturing environment.
Ig TR B & A1 I WRe BT DB U1 8, O =2 U N9uIeRY ardiarvr & §¢
T 3R HA-Fd T |

e Children are instinctively drawn to play — turning every corner of their world into a space for
discovery and joy.
T WP & F A BT 3R ofia 8 ¥ — oo 3R & &R 1 &) WISt 3R TG 1
R &1 3d B

o With the r|ght environment, this instinct becomes the foundation for lifelong learning.
T IRV 3 T, I YRy STofaH e & g 97 ot 21

e Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi nurtures this spirit by providing safe, structured, and stimulating
settings where children can thrive through guided play and learning.

qryor off uers it 59 HiaT & WRfda, TiEa iR IR ardraRur UM R Uitd Rl g,
el o= rfelRid @d iR WRam & Mo ¥ %a-%d 96d ¢ |

e ECCE plays a foundational role in shaping the future of our nation.
ECCE §HR Y & HIW &1 3R & § Ua gl yfiit Rurar |

e Under the Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi initiative, Anganwadi Centres across the nation are
being transformed into nurturing spaces for holistic early learning.
gy oft verg off U5 & I8, <X R & HArSt Hal B Juy yRil® Rian & fau
TR RIHT A st fean S T 8|

e A structured Aadharshila’s 5+1 weekly plan ensures that the day begins with 30 minutes of

free play, followed by structured activities that enhance language, creativity, motor skills,
and social interaction.

TP WA SMURRIEAT Bt 5+1 ATEATRS A1 AT Fet § {6 oA 31 e 30 fiFe &

Page24

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
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e After a nutritious lunch and rest time, the day concludes with outdoor play and
conversation that reinforce values and build emotional connections.

W ® qugy &1 WivA SR fasmd a7a & 91 fad &1 JHu 918 @ ok araferg & 9y
BT § Sl Hedl B Holgd Rl § 3R gD Jaef ST 7 1

e This balanced approach to structured and unstructured play is critical, especially in the
light of NEP 2020 which has raised the formal school entry age to six years.

TRfa 3R SRR ©@d & 30 Igford =BHI0 ) IRy U ¥ He@qu! 71T 11 8, WA
NEP 2020 & SigH & forgm shuenie od ol o &1 ©8 94 o fear g

e Structured ECCE ensures that children are ready for school — emotionally, socially, and
cognitively.
IRFId ECCE FAYd oxal & [ 5= T dt & o HTa- T, |rTfore 3R HHTed® €0 9
GRIEE]

e Whatis truly heartening is the growing trust of parents across the country.
IR H IATEw J1d I8 & b 371 R H Aran-far &1 sgar faym|

e Families who once viewed Anganwadis as just nutrition centres now see them as the first
stepping stones in their child’s educational journey.

S URAR Ugd SRTHATS! ! Had YNNI g A ¥, 36 I 30 9= $1 Qféres qram &1
Tgal Wil & T H 3 B

o Every child deserves a strong start, right from birth.
R T P! T W §1 TP Holgd Jo3ATd [Her Afgul

e Recognising the foundational importance of the birth-to-three age group, the Ministry has
also introduced Navchetna, the National Framework for Early Childhood Stimulation.

Wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%gﬁaﬁ A8 Bl WIHR gU, HAT = TaadaH T, AP URMNS
FTTTRT T gran ft 01 foa g

e This initiative empowers parents and caregivers with simple, play-based, age-appropriate
activities to nurture&%_{ung minds at home.

Ig U5 ATAT-FUdT MR SHHTA HR- Tl I IRd, WA-MUTR, TY-SUgad Tfafaferal 3
T B ¢ dlfs 3 TR W B I =) & AT Bl UIvd R T |

¢ Parental involvement is key to a child’s development.
aTar-fiar #t uriiert 52 & 9w &1 $oft |

o  While families in higher-income households may invest in toys and books, it is the role of the
state to act as an equaliser for those with fewer means.
SET 3-3HTT a7 URaR f&e= 8iR qas! § faw o Uahd €, 98! Iea &t YA 8 i a8
S 1Yl aTel GRART & T THM 3fadR U HR |

o Through Navchetna and Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi, we are bridging this gap, ensuring that
every child, in every corner of the country, receives the stimulation, care, and nurturing
they need to thrive from the very beginning.

3R Wwor off uerg oft & menm §, 59 U 3R &I UTe 3@ €, I8 A R gu
?%aﬁﬁaaﬁﬁwm%sﬁtﬁmﬂ, T@UTE 3R TIvr e ot 3% saxgarar
I
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e If India is to truly become Viksit, our youngest generation must be empowered with the right
start in life.

e YRd $I aad H faw R 391 8, @ g0 Iad a1 Uigh &1 SitaA &1 Hel oaimd & A1y
RIS ST BT
e Play is not a luxury; it is foundational to learning.

WA Bl el el o; ag fRrem &t Hta g1

e The Ministry of Women and Child Development remains committed to ensuring that every
child gets the opportunity to learn, grow, and flourish, because building the nation begins
with nurturing its youngest citizens.

Afge ud aTe faeTd Harerd ug gRd o & Ry ufdeg § [ ¥ o= &) dieq, 9eq ik
%m% P SR ), e Ay P &) e ST Tad B AR 31 Givd H)

Page25

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Cooperatives at a crossroads

The Centre’s policy comes at a time of trouble for many cooperative banks and societies

[ STATE OF PLAY |

Tiki Rajwi

tiki.rajwi@thehindu.co.in

he National Coopera-
T tive Policy, 2025, un-

veiled by Union Home
and Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah in July, has pro-
voked a sharp response from
Kerala, which has a rich tradi-
tion of incubating and sustain-
ing cooperatives. Ever since
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government created the
Ministry of Cooperation under
Mr. Shah in 2021, Kerala has
been wary of what it describes
as unwarranted and unconsti-
tutional incursions into State
territory.

The policy has opened a
new battlefront in the pro-
tracted conflict between the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front government in Kerala
and the Centre over coopera-
tive federalism and the equita-
ble sharing of financial re-
sources. The Left government
has consistently viewed ac-
tions by the Modi government
with respect to the coopera-
tive sector with deep suspi-
cion. Kerala’s vast cooperative
sector network enjoys grass-
roots public support, particu-
larly among the rural popula-
tion including farmers, and
manages substantial financial
wealth. The policy has added
fuel to the allegation that it is
merely a BJP ruse to wrest
control of this network as part
of the saffron party’s larger
political objectives in Kerala.

Soon after the policy’s
launch, V.N. Vasavan, the
State Minister for Coopera-
tion, had described it as “un-
constitutional” and harmful to
the interests of cooperatives.
Although the National Cooper-
ation Policy professes to adh-
ere to the principles of coop-
erative  federalism, the

document ignores the consti-
tutional edict that cooperative
societies are a State subject
under Entry 32 of the State
List in the Seventh Schedule of
the Constitution, he said. Ker-
ala had similar concerns when
the Centre sought to enact the
Multi-State Cooperative Socie-
ties (Amendment) Act in 2023.

Organisations and em-
ployees’ unions in the cooper-
ative sector have reacted
sharply to the policy as well.
At a recent convention, the
Kerala Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Society associa-
tion passed a resolution de-
nouncing the policy as a chal-
lenge to the concept of
federalism. The Kerala Coop-
erative Employees Union
termed it an “unconstitutional
move” by the Centre to gain
control over the sector and
gift it to corporates. In push-
ing through with the policy,
the BJP has its eye on deposits
worth ¥2.94 lakh crore in the
cooperative sector institutions
of Kerala, the CITU-backed
KCEU has alleged.

Kerala’s cooperatives date
back to the early decades of
the 20th century in Cochin,
Travancore, and Malabar. Af-
ter the formation of the State
in 1956, the Travancore-Co-
chin Cooperative Societies Act
of 1951 was succeeded by the
Kerala Co-operative Societies
Act, 1969. Cooperatives have
come a long way since then,
expanding their influence ov-
er all walks of life. Primary
cooperatives serve as a major

credit support system in the
Kerala economy. They have
considerable influence and fi-
nancial heft.

A few years ago, the Kerala
government amalgamated dis-
trict-level cooperative banks
with the Kerala State Coopera-
tive Bank (Kerala Bank). This
was done as part of a policy
decision to convert the three-
tier cooperative credit struc-
ture — comprising PACS, dis-
trict cooperative banks and
the State Cooperative Bank —
into a two-tier system.

Incidentally, the Centre’s
decisions with respect to the
nation’s cooperative sector
have come at a time when sev-
eral cooperative banks and so-
cieties in Kerala have found
themselves in serious trouble
over allegations of embezzle-
ment and non-refund of de-
positors’ money. Scam allega-
tions related to the
Karuvannur Service Coopera-
tive Bank in Thrissur district,
for instance, had put the CPI
(M)-led State government on
the defensive. With the credi-
bility of the sector in jeopardy,
the government overhauled
the Kerala Cooperative Socie-
ties Act in 2023, introducing
safeguards to plug loopholes
and boost public confidence.

What the future holds for
the policy and the tussle bet-
ween the Centre and State re-
mains to be seen. Neverthe-
less, Kerala’s cooperatives, for
decades viewed as rural struc-
tures, are at a crossroads to-
day. Accelerated urbanisation,
changing employment aspira-
tions among the youth, and
the seismic shifts happening
in sectors such as energy, ship-
ping, science and technology,
and health have opened up
newer opportunities for their
diversification and expansion.
How they evolve and adapt to
the changing scenario will
have a crucial impact on Kera-
la’s economy.

Cooperatives at a
crossroads

AEHINATE TH
RIS W

e The Centre’s policy comes
at a time of trouble for many
cooperative banks and
societies.

Fg D A FHTH S § oF
P PRI dopl 3N Affrfaal &
fore HfeE BT IR T BT

National Cooperative Policy,
2025

AP wEe R Hifd, 2025

e The National Cooperative
Policy, 2025, unveiled by Union
Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah in July, has
provoked a sharp response from
Kerala, which has a rich tradition
of incubating and sustaining
cooperatives.
Pt FEHRT A4, 2025, 5
§ AR o wq
HeobTiar @A Sifid =g 3 oY
o, A Ha A el ufafehan
ITF Pt 8, ot Tghiarsit
D! faRid IR ST 3@ &1
TG WRT &
e Eversince the BJP
government created the
Ministry of Cooperation under
Mr. Shah in 2021, Kerala has
been wary of what it describes
as unwarranted and
unconstitutional incursions
into State territory.
Sd § HISTUT ARG + 2021 7

o JME & AJd & TPIRAT HWATAT -1, T9 F R 34 SHTIRID 3R R —e gwaay
FATHR qdD 81 6|
e The policy has opened a new battlefront in the conflict between the CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front government in Kerala and the Centre over cooperative federalism and
the equitable sharing of financial resources.

39 -ifd 3 ggPRl YHare iR fawiy Gx1e=l & UETd deaR & do $Id A
?ﬁm(@)ﬁwﬁmmﬁmeﬁ?h%mﬂmﬁwnﬁ@aﬁm
|
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Kerala’s vast cooperative sector network enjoys grassroots public support, particularly
among farmers and the rural population, and manages substantial financial wealth.

I B A= GEHRT & eads ST TR R T aad= i g, faRve feamt siv ardior
a1 & 9, 3R g8 WY faxfta Tuer &1 veed FRar g

The policy has added fuel to the allegation that it is merely a BJP ruse to wrest control of
this network as part of the saffron party’s larger political objectives in Kerala.

=9 i 7 39 3RU HY iR 9 fean § % 98 Fad 39 Aeds W fFra=ror gifra s &) yrera
P 91E g, S UTef & Hd | 98 ISP SeRAl BT e/ ||

Soon after the policy’s launch, V.N. Vasavan, the State Minister for Cooperation, described
it as “unconstitutional” and harmful to the interests of cooperatives.

Hfd & = gH & TR 91C, IT S GgPpTiar #l 9.8, q91a- A 3« 3R
TeoR! gitfaal & fdl & fo s1HeRS sam|

Although the National Cooperative Policy professes to adhere to cooperative federalism, it
ignores the constitutional edict that cooperative societies are a State subject under Entry
32 of the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

TEHR i TGP THATG BT UIe FHR- BT aTdl Hdl g, Afcb g AAU™ & 39
YT B ST Rl § Fords SR gt affaar dfaur &) aradt srgat &t 3y
T B ufafy 32 & siafa te Tsu fawa €
Kerala had similar concerns during the enactment of the Multi-State Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Act, 2023 by the Centre.
%% GR] TE-T0 WEPTY TRIfET (Giver) e, 2023 A R F 2R o e 3
TRE B AT Sars 2|
Organisations and employees’ unions in the cooperative sector have reacted sharply to the
policy as well.

PRI &F BT GRS 3R HHamal & Jut 7 1} 39 Hifg W I ufafear & g

The Kerala Primary Agricultural Cooperative Society Association, at a convention,
passed a resolution denouncmg the policy as a challenge to federalism.

9 TH W H UKE Uid &R 359
Hf ) waarg & forg gt sam

The Kerala Cooperative Employees Union (KCEU) termed it an “unconstitutional move”
by the Centre to gain control over the sector and gift it to corporates.

P HI3ATURIET THaTgS A (KCEU) A 39 39 &7 W 807 U 3R 3 HIRURSH B!
T Bt &g Bt “RIQUTS A T

The CITU-backed KCEU alleged that in pushing the policy, the BJP has its eye on deposits
worth ¥2.94 lakh crore in Kerala’'s cooperative sector institutions.

Wemgdg gufdfa KCEU 3 3R @ fs 39 i &1 317 IGTHR HISTUT B ToR dd Bt
PRI &F & TR H STHT £2.94 ATE FAS S IR R B

Kerala’s cooperatives

I B HEHIRATd

Kerala’s cooperatives date back to the early decades of the 20th century in Cochin,
Travancore, and Malabar.

IR DI GEHINATSN B B3 2091 Tt b BT GBI & B, ATTUBR 3R ATATTR
Tgs

After the formation of the State in 1956, the Travancore-Cochin Cooperative Societies Act,
1951 was succeeded by the Kerala Co-operative Societies Act, 1969.

1956 & I P o+ & W15, ATAUBR-FII TeHTA WATET ST, 1951 & o8 H3a
TepR! aftfaar siftfaw, 1969 @ garm

Cooperatives have come a long way since then, expanding their influence over all walks of
life.

TEHINAN Id F HTH! 3T 9¢ b1 § AR Sitad & Tt & T 31 yuTa 567 gt 3|

Primary cooperatives serve as a major credit support system in the Kerala economy. They
have considerable influence and financial heft.
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TTUFYS HEHTRATE bXel D1 Sffeaa H Teb U U1 HETad HUITel! b Y H PTH Bl ¢ |
9% U gaTd UHTE 3R faxiia drehd B

o Afew years ago, the Kerala government amalgamated district-level cooperative banks
with the Kerala State Cooperative Bank (Kerala Bank).
F3 T9 Ugd, Hdd WBR A FoTaT T TepR! §61 &1 Bd Iod JePR! @ (dva d) A
o faa

e This was done as part of a policy decision to convert the three-tier cooperative credit

structure (PACS, district cooperative banks, State Cooperative Bank) into a two-tier
system.

g U HiferTd fAvfa &1 few ut, forgss dgd JiF-¥adta i) BT TR=AT (PACS, foram
TEPR! 3, TT ePR! ) F! G1-¥adia yommeft H Fgar |

e The Centre’s decisions with respect to the nation’s cooperative sector have come at a time
when several cooperative banks and societies in Kerala are in serious trouble over
allegations of embezzlement and non-refund of depositors’ money.

$% P GepR! 47 A I3 I TQ gAY 31T § o Pl B S bR oo 3R fdifeat wifz
eftaal A §, o1 R i@t iR ST datsil 1 99T 9o 7 $1 & SRIY @ 5 |

e Scam allegations related to the Karuvannur Service Cooperative Bank (Thrissur district)
had put the CPI(M)-led State government on the defensive.

FIIP Al ebpR 9% (AR forem J 9 diera & SRl 3 Wdtens@w)-ia I
WHR I &THS Rl 1§ S1a fear an

e With the credibility of the sector in jeopardy, the government overhauled the Kerala
Cooperative Societies Act in 2023, introducing safeguards to plug loopholes and boost
public confidence.

&3 BT FIyTIad Wk H 81 W, WHR 7 2023 & Hat AgpRY Arufoar sfufran o1
Yte o, forw @i 1 @R =7 SR a1 &1 i S & forg JRem Sura =i farg
Qe

e What the future holds for the policy and the tussle between the Centre and State remains to
be seen.

Ffa 3R Fg-roa & T cHa FHT HiT 1 G, T§ ST/ ST B |
o Kerala’s cooperatwes for decades viewed as rural structures, are at a crossroads today.

! @ T TR b U F 2 S aTelt Be Bl GEHIRAN 3T T TR W &

o Accelerated urbanisation, changing employment aspirations among the youth, and seismic
shifts happening in sectors such as energy, shipping, science and technology, and
health have opened up newer opportunities for their dlversmcatlon and expansmn

Aol | Ted BAHT, Farsit ¥ sead! JSHIR THIEME, 3R SHett, FRuftwr, fagm ve
TR R T o 851 A 81 R YT seeral § 5 e aﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂq
U TR G B

o How they evolve and adapt to the changing scenario will have a crucial impact on Kerala’s
economy.

J Sead IRE & IIER Y BRI 3R 3rgfid gid 8, 3901 $a $t srdferaen ®
HEYUf THTT TS|
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1. India braces for impact of 50% U.S. tariffs from today

YR 3T A 50% AP ¢RNE & yuTa & g dar
2. Kuttiyadi coconut in line for Gl tag
W@Wﬁ%%ﬂ%ﬁqwﬁ

3. Adi Karmayogi initiative to put tribal ‘change leaders’
through their paces at village level
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4. Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick-
start carbon markets

&% A T TR o= PR & g AP A1l TR
o1 sifaw &= faan

5. The gender angle to India’s economic vulnerabilities
YRd &1 3fie susiifval &1 dffie gq

6. Interest subvention for investors in the Bihar

industrial sector

fIeR e & o fraxre! & fore sure erge™
7. What is the air drop te§t conducted by ISRO?
SHRI gRT faT 71971 TR $1U 3% |1 82

8. Why has the import duty on cotton been suspended?
U UR 3T b | (Hafad fbar 141 g2

9. With Sci-Hub gone, will the ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ scheme step up?

HT3-89 & §¢ B4 & 1Y, T ‘T AR, I AT p =T
IS 3T FIf?

10. Pharma industry hopes for relief from GST reforms
BTHT ST DI ST GURT I Aed DI SWIG

11. U.S. bids to trump China in struggle to secure DR
Congo’s critical minerals
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Weloiee § AN B I UR d¢d $ IR
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India braces for impact of 50% U.S. tariffs from today

No comment from Ministry of External Affairs on
any govt. plans for counter-tariffs against the U.S.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he United States go-
T vernment is getting
ready to imple-
ment the 25% additional ta-
riffs imposed on India by
US. President Donald
Trump, which come into
effect on Wednesday. On
Tuesday, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty (DHS) uploaded a notifi-
cation of the new tariffs to
be published in the official
register the following day.
The Indian government
is pushing a Swadeshi man-
tra to reduce the econo-
my’s reliance on exports,
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday call-
ing upon Indians to be “vo-
cal for local” and buy
Indian goods. Indian ex-
porters, however, are brac-
ing themselves for a sharp

fall in business to the U.S.,
with early estimates pred-
icting that more than $47
billion worth of goods will
face the 50% tariff rate.
This includes the 25% tariff
that Indian imports have
attracted since August 7
plus an additional 25% ta-
riff imposed as a penalty
for India’s import of oil
from Russia.

Exemptions given

This additional tariff will
not apply to iron, steel, or
aluminium products; pas-
senger vehicles such as se-
dans, sport utility vehicles,
crossover utility vehicles,
minivans, cargo vans, and
light trucks; semi-finished
copper, and intensive cop-
per derivative products,
among others.

The Ministry of External
Affairs did not comment
on whether India is plan-
ning any counter-measures

India has been pushing the Swadeshi mantra
and the PM has called on citizens to buy local

Tariff travails

While the Indian government is now pushing a Swadeshi mantra to reduce the economy’s
reliance on exports, Indian exporters are bracing themselves for a sharp fall in business with the
United States of America

or counter-tariffs against
the United States, though a
senior official said that In-
dia stands by the MEA’s
earlier statement calling
the sanctions “unfair, un-

justified and
unreasonable”.

The U.S. DHS notifica-
tion detailed the imple-
mentation of Mr. Trump’s
executive order.

“To effectuate the Presi-
dent’s Executive Order

~ Market loss:
—. 55% of Indian

and jewellery, shrimp, carpets,
and furniture

expaorts rendered
uncompetitive
compared to
neighbouring
countries, warns FIEQ

Sectors to be hit:
Apparel, textiles, gems

14329 of August 6, 2025...
which imposed a specified
rate of duty on imports of
articles that are products
of India, the Secretary of
Homeland Security has de-
termined that appropriate
action is needed to modify
the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United
States (HTSUS) as set out in
the Annex to this notice,”
the notice said.

“The duties set out in

= PM Narendra Modi to meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping on August 30

Extent of impact: Imports from these
sectors could plunge 70%

® India stands by its statement that
these tariffs are ‘unreasonable’

the Annex to this docu-
ment are effective with res-
pect to products of India
that are entered for con-
sumption, or withdrawn
from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time
on August 27, 20257 it
added.

The MEA did not com-
ment on whether the addi-
tional tariffs will be on the
agenda when Prime Minis-

ter Modi meets Chinese
President Xi Jinping in
Tianjin on August 30. Last
week, the Chinese Ambas-
sador to India had referred
to the U.S. as a “bully”, say-
ing the Chinese govern-
ment opposes the tariffs
and “firmly stands with In-
dia” on the issue.

Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra,
too, said the central bank
“would not be found want-
ing” in supporting those
sectors that will be adver-
sely affected by the tariffs.

The Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council is all set
to meet on September 3 to
4 to decide on a slew of
rate cuts and rationalisa-
tion measures suggested
by the Union government
to not only ease the overall
tax rate borne by consum-
ers, but also simplify the
indirect tax regime.

This consumption boost

India braces for impact of 50% U.S. tariffs from today

YR 35T I 50% 3AR@T 2w & gura & fore dur

No comment from the Ministry of External Affairs on any govt. plans for

counter-tariffs against the U.S.

ARPT & fAaTE fFd e FER-NE F aie1 wR Qe darey 6t o5
feoft w18
India has been pushing the Swadeshi mantra and the PM has called on citizens to buy local

YRA WS W Bl 31 9T T § 3R WUTHHAL 7 AR ¥ R Wie &1 31T fopar|
55% of U.S.-bound shlpments worth $47-48 billion, are at a disadvantage of 30% to 35%
55% RITHed R #iad $47-48 [ 2, 3 30% @ 35% 3 ogRwT & 2

SMARPT-Ht

The United States government is getting ready to implement the 25% additional tariffs

55% of U.S.-bound shipments, worth $47-48
billion, are at a disadvantages of 30% to 35%

is expected to mitigate
some of the slowdown in
economic growth that
higher tariffs could cause.

‘Worried exporters
Indian exporter bodies
and trade experts, howev-
er, are projecting a sub-
stantial hit to India’s
exports.

According to the Federa-
tion of Indian Export Or-
ganisations president S.C.
Ralhan, the development
could “severely impact” In-
dia’s exports to the US.,
“with approximately 55%
of India’s U.S.-bound ship-
ments (worth $47-48 bil-
lion) now exposed to pric-
ing disadvantages of 30%
to 35%, rendering them un-
competitive in comparison
to competitors from China,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Phi-
lippines, and other South-
east and South Asian
countries”.

imposed on India by U.S. President Donald Trump, which come into effect on Wednesday.

SIFTeS ¢ gRT TIE 7T 25% Sifafved e &t

HYF oY AXDPR HRd R

AL AR DI IR IR T 7, S FUTR I YT git|

On Tuesday, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) uploaded a notification of the
new tariffs to be published in the official register the foIIowmg day.

HIAAR &1, Y, T4.

3TH

o srmat fam et Tforer & usstiRia fasan sma

The Indian government is pushing a Swadeshi mantra to reduce the economy’s reliance on
exports, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday calling upon Indians to be “vocal for
local” and buy Indian goods.

YR TRHR W HF 61 M §¢1 381 § difep rfoqary ) frafa w fFArdar 0 8w,

TET HUTHE g A 3 FIAaR &) YRG! ¥ “dipd Bk diper §H 3R UG axgy

Wi &1 3MgH farar|

Indian exporters, however, are bracing themselves for a sharp fall in business to the U.S.,
with early estimates predicting that more than $47 billion worth of goods will face the 50%

Tds R (DHS) 37U NE &) g1 e o,
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tariff rate.

gTaifer, URdg frafas smfteT & a1y R & 4 fiRrge & forg daR 8138 €, Yot
3THT §aTd § b $47 fafemas @ o1 &1 axgefl R 50% ¢ g A ghh|

This includes the 25% tariff that Indian imports have attracted since August 7 plus an
additional 25% tariff imposed as a penalty for India’s import of oil from Russia.

T 7 3R § TR 25% ¥ MHA 8, 1Y 8 0 | ad 3Ma1d & {0 WRd TR T MY
ifaf¥a 25% e &1 off TP 31

Exemptions given
fag My ge
This additional tariff will not apply to iron, steel, or aluminium products; passenger vehicles
such as sedans, sport utility vehicles, crossover utility vehicles, minivans, cargo vans, and
light trucks; semi-finished copper, and intensive copper derivative products, among others.
1% SffaRad 2R witeT, Wi, Teqeifra Iere), 19 aTg 9 98, SUV, CUV,
_gri[’l%q P a1, A13C T, aﬂwﬂﬁawaﬁ?mwéﬁﬁﬁammmq@
|
The Ministry of External Affairs did not comment on whether India is planning any counter-
measures or counter-tariffs against the United States, though a senior official said that India
stands by the MEA’s earlier statement calling the sanctions “unfair, unjustified and
unreasonable”.
fae=r warerg A gg fewoh 761 &t {6 URd iR & fIa s FTex-Sur a1 HIder-
NE A1 571 38T § 1 A, BT U Ay SR 3 w81 fF YRd MEA & Ugd f3u e
FIM W HIH g, o 37 wladet &1 “srgfera, sraraguf ok sramasiie” &g man A
The U.S. DHS notification detalled the implementation of Mr. Trump’s executive order.
AP DHs AifefrdH I T €U & Tellagfed 18R & HRi-aa &1 [davur fear |
“To effectuate the President’s Executive Order 14329 of August 6, 2025... which imposed a
specified rate of duty on imports of articles that are products of India, the Secretary of
Homeland Security has determined that appropriate action is needed to modify the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) as set out in the Annex to this
notice,” the notice said.

Hfed § FHgl 741, “6 ST 2025@?;?? D1 TFelIgfed TS 14329 AN PR & AT, .
o YRd & ITGT W AT Yoo Fuffea &t 78 ff, JRem wRE A T fear g e
HTS%US o1 G B & forw Ifad wars Smaxas 8, o s 39 a= & uffRw o fear
Tel”

“The duties set out in the Annex to this document are effective with respect to products of

India that are entered for consumption, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or
after 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on August 27, 2025,” it added.

STH 3 Bl T, ‘39 GedTdd & URRIT T Auid Yo 27 3R 2025 $1 I 12:01 T
(EDT) ¥ AFL B, Sl HRd & SeTGI IR AR I fofg WUd o foTl Ta=T foham STae a1 aaReTsy
Q fyeprett Sre |

The MEA did not comment on whether the additional tariffs will be on the agenda when Prime
Minister Modi meets Chinese President Xi Jinping in Tianjin on August 30.

MEA 7 59 W fewoht 78t &t i o1 sifafved eRw 30 srra &1 fasmafem & wemmmizh wid
SR A+t Irgufar 2 fRmft 3t do% & Tols # g

Last week, the Chinese Ambassador to India had referred to the U.S. as a “bully”, saying the
Chinese government opposes the tariffs and “firmly stands with India” on the issue.

e e, URa ® 91 Ieiga 7 ST B “aGHTRT HBT U1 3R Hgl Ul {5 it WReR 37
T &7 Rty R @ 9iR 39 0E W “URd & 1Y Hoigd! A WSt g1’

Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay Malhotra, too, said the central bank “would not be
found wanting” in supporting those sectors that will be adversely affected by the tariffs.

YR ¥o1d § & TaR Horg Aegia A 1t &1 o6 Heila o9 I 831 o1 90 o= § ot
T8 DI I 37 Nw J yyifad g

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council is all set to meet on September 3 to 4 to decide
on a slew of rate cuts and rationalisation measures suggested by the Union government to
not only ease the overall tax rate borne by consumers, but also simplify the indirect tax
regime.
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GST URug 3-4 RIGER &1 o0 3 o & ¢ b P& TPR gRT AT 7T F3 3¢ He R
TRAHROT SUTH R THaa forar S 9o, R 1 drad IuHiadrsit IR &R &1 ag1 B g, Sfehp
S B YUITE! &1 U IR ST o 9o |

e This consumption boost is expected to mitigate some of the slowdown in economic growth
that higher tariffs could cause.

9 @Ud gfs 930S ¢ o5 a8 3= R® & FRur 811 arelt enfdfes faey Y ifl H vo 5
TP HH B M|

o Worried exporters
fifaa Fafas

¢ Indian exporter bodies and trade experts, however, are projecting a substantial hit to India’s

exports.

BT, WA frafae Te+ 3k AR fativg YRd & fHafd W 1R gya o1 simeieT Sar

w R

e According to the Federation of Indian Export Organisations president S.C. Ralhan, the
development could “severely impact” India’s exports to the U.S., “with approximately 55% of
India’s U.S.-bound shipments (worth $47-48 billion) now exposed to pricing disadvantages of
30% to 35%, rendering them uncompetitive in comparison to competitors from China,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines, and other Southeast and South Asian countries”.

WReTa ot e ATy ¥ oy T, T & IR, I8 U URd & @f®T ot
frata & iR T 0 @ gurfaa &R Tl 8, FifE T U 55% et Rdey (e
$47-48 fafera) 319 30% A 35% g argfaen & &, o 3 =, fagammm, Feifen,
fOpefilia iR o Sférur-ud iR Sféror wimars a= & gomm o R-ufowuel & e

Kuttiyadi coconut in line for GI tag

Aab!a Eveen!!an

KOZHIKODE

Kuttiyadi coconut may be
the next in the long line of
agricultural crops from
Kerala to receive the Geo-
graphical Indication (GI)
tag. Kerala Agricultural Un-
iversity (KAU) and the Kavi-
lumpara gram panchayat
in Kozhikode have taken
the initiative to get this un-
ique coconut variety its
due recognition.

The Kuttiyadi coconut is
known to be a high-yield-
ing variety that starts yield-
ing within five years of
planting. Besides, the
trunk of the tree is too
strong compared to other
varieties and resists most
pests and draught. The
tree has a life expectancy
of more than 100 years.
The fruit is larger and hea-

The Kuttiyadi coconut is known for the size and quality of the fruit.

vier while the kernel is
thicker than other varieties
and hence produces more
oil.

“We have tried several
other varieties of coconuts,
but none could withstand
the weather and give yield
like this one,” says Mathath
Mohanan, a farmer.

The coconut’s peculiari-

ties have made it so popu-
lar that the Department of
Agriculture is sourcing see-
dlings and saplings from
Kuttiyadi every year to be
distributed across the
State. However, the farm-
ers complain that there has
been no help from the go-
vernment to improve the
yield or support the farm-

ers who are suffering crop
and income loss due to
‘Mandari’ (coconut mite).
“Even the Agriculture De-
partment does not take co-
conuts affected by the
mite,” says Mr. Mohanan.
The Kavilumpara gram
panchayat started the ef-
forts to get the GI tag for
Kuttiyadi coconut around
three years ago. The pan-
chayat allocated %3 lakh in
its annual Budget for the
preliminary works and
handed it over to the KAU
that carries out the docu-
mentation works. “It was
the scientists at the Central
Plantation Crops Research
Institute who pointed out
the possibility of a GI tag.
The tag would immensely
help the farmers here in
marketing the product”
says George Ponnattil, pre-
sident of the panchayat.
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Kuttiyadi coconut in line for Gl tag

piears) Aivaa shaems 29 & forg war &

Kuttiyadi coconut may be the next in the long line of agricultural crops from
Kerala to receive the Geographical Indication (Gl) tag. Kerala Agricultural
University (KAU) and the Kavilumpara gram panchayat in Kozhikode have
taken the initiative to get this unique coconut variety its due recognition.

TR B D PN BAdl o adl gt 8 SATAT g1 Il ¢ ford

Tbdae (Gl) 7 firet| Wqﬂﬁﬁ%{m (KAU) 3R SIfSrdls &
me%wmmw I9®T Sftrd I feam™ ot
Ugd I

e The Kuttiyadi coconut is known to be a high-yielding variety that starts yielding within five
years of planting. Besides, the trunk of the tree is too strong compared to other varieties and
resists most pests and draught. The tree has a life expectancy of more than 100 years.

DI Uh I IS B HHT ST & S AU & Ui a6t & HiaR el 1

TR R I | 5D 3fdTaT, TS BT a1 37 fbedl 1 ol | sgd Hotad el § 3R 3ifepia
DIt 3R G@ T UfRIY ST 81 IS BT 31T 100 quT I 34¥eh gl g1

e The fruit is larger and heavier while the kernel is thicker than other varieties and hence
produces more oil.
T TIRTA BT Bd F87 3R U 8T B wiafes R 3= ol bt g & et gt 7 8iik 3w
g 31 o el el ol

o “We have tried several other varieties of coconuts, but none could withstand the weather and
give yield like this one,” says Mathath Mohanan, a farmer.

T TINTA B s 3 [l BT BRI BN, Alh BIg Hf TGH T 78T B b1 3R T Re
! UeTaR 761 &1, F8d ¢ far aryY Hg= |

e The coconut’s peculiarities have made it so popular that the Department of Agriculture is
sourcing seedlings and saplings from Kuttiyadi every year to be distributed across the State.
However, the farmers complain that there has been no help from the government to improve
the yield or support the farmers who are suffering crop and income loss due to ‘Mandari’
(coconut mite).

B & fadaraf 3 5§ 3o A frg a4 fea R o i favm &= et Ay
3R Uy TR $R ITT R | faafikd &R 1 ] 1 gretifes, fpamt o1 fRrera g fo o guR a1
I gl &) g0 33 & Iy TR B 3R J B Ae 8! et § o Herdy (e g91) &
HROI B 3R 31T &Y g1 oA 38 &

o “Even the Agriculture Department does not take coconuts affected by the mite,” says Mr.
Mohanan.
gt I fob TN AU oft g7 @ wafaa g 161 dar,” off dig=- wed g1

o The Kavilumpara gram panchayat started the efforts to get the Gl tag for Kuttiyadi coconut
around three years ago. The panchayat allocated ¥3 lakh in its annual Budget for the
preliminary works and handed it over to the KAU that carries out the documentation works.

SIAGHIRT ITH UArd 3 Hiears! TRad & forg shaimg 331 v o3 & Jard @ ot af
Tgd Y& T Tard A RN SR & e 39 a1 aofe § 23 @9 oMmdfed fvy ok 39
HTg o1 Iy fea, S yora B Brar B

¢ ‘|t was the scientists at the Central Plantation Crops Research Institute who pointed out
the possibility of a Gl tag. The tag would immensely help the farmers here in marketing the
product” says George Ponnattil, pre3|dent of the panchayat.
“%ﬁummaﬁmmw ITE & e SH3mE &1 Pt YHIGT gaTs | g &
Tg1 & fHar! o Ide & faUuH H SAfie Heg U Hed ¢ Udrd sfegel Siret gifed |
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Adi Karmayogi initiative to put tribal ‘change
leaders’ through their paces at village level

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

" Lighting candles, role-play,
cognitive group tasks, and
“knot-tying” and “fish-
bowl” exercises — at the
core of efforts to create a
“cadre” of 20 lakh “change
leaders” for tribal villages
under the Adi Karmayogi
initiative of the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry is a training
programme that conducts
such activities for State,
district, and block officials.

The programme will be
extended to the village le-
vel in the coming months.

Government  officials
told The Hindu that the
idea was to adopt a “parti-
cipatory” approach to
problem-solving.

This involves driving
home messages such as
“the solution comes from
within”, “not dwelling on
problems”, “initiating ac-
tion”, and “creating oppor-
tunity from challenges”,
according to the Ministry’s

Ground work: The first phase involves holding training sessions
down to the village level across 324 districts. X/@TRIBALAFFAIRSIN

concept note for the initia-
tive, which is being run un-
der the Dharti Aba Janjati-
ya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyaan
programme for last-mile
scheme delivery.

The Adi Karmayogi in-
itiative was conceived of
earlier this year after a
two-day national work-
shop, where, at a brain-
storming session, it was
concluded that the reason
tribal areas continued to
face backwardness was not
a lack of schemes for them
but a “lack of motivation”

in those
them.

implementing

‘Village vision’
The government, through
the training activities men-
tioned above, intends to
create 240 State-level mas-
ter trainers, 2,750 district-
level trainers, and over
15,000 block-level trainers,
who will be responsible for
taking the training down to
20 lakh village-level offi-
cials, volunteers, and com-
munity leaders.

Apart from this, the pro-

gramme intends to help re-
sidents to draw up their
own “Village Vision” docu-
ments for 2030 for each of
the one lakh target villages
across over 550 districts,
which are to be depicted as
“public murals” and will
become “aspirational blue-
prints” for the State ma-
chinery to follow.

Under the programme,
the Ministry said it will also
set up one lakh Adi Seva
Kendras — meanttoactasa
single-point interface for
villagers trying to access
the gamut of welfare
schemes meant for them
so that 100% saturation
can be achieved.

The first phase of the in-
itiative involves holding
these training sessions at
the village level across 324
districts. Currently, region-
al training sessions are
conducted where State-le-
vel master trainers are
trained.

Most of the State-level
sessions are also conduct-

ed for training district-level
trainers, following which
block-level and village-level
training will take place, ac-
cording to officials. Once
the sessions reach the vil-
lage level, each session will
have 15 volunteers to parti-
cipate in them.

Prescribed activities

At these training sessions,
the “prescribed” activities
include a “lighting the can-
dle” exercise to encourage
participants not to “curse
darkness” but “bring the
light”.

A “fish bowl exercise”
asks participants to ima-
gine themselves as fishin a
bowl and get to know each
other.

The “village scenario
role play” exercise involves
imagining a village of ani-
mal rearers trying to solve
water scarcity after the
state machinery fails to act
and the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s staff is rushed to
find a solution.

Adi Karmayogi initiative to put tribal ‘change leaders’
through their paces at village level

3Tfe FHIRT Ugd BT I T ATHIUT TR W SMTfearsdt ufead—
Adrai ot giRiféra s

Lighting candles, role-play, cognitive group tasks, and “knot-tying” and
“fishbowl” exercises — at the core of efforts to create a “cadre” of 20 lakh
“change leaders” for tribal villages under the Adi Karmayogi initiative of the
Tribal Affairs Ministry is a training programme that conducts such activities for
State, dlstrlct and block officials.

T ST, YT T, SIS 9YE S SR« SreR” adT

“fpRTaIe” 3T — mwmﬁmmﬁu@a%mwﬁaﬁ
el & fore 20 @Ra “ufYad= Aareil» &1 “hey” 91 & Y] & Hg § b
ufRreror STAHH g Sl Iy, foraT 3R e siftreTial & forg o=t wfafafRrat
ST P13

e The programme will be extended to the village level in the coming months.

g HRIHH A aTd eI | T TR dob [9¥dTd fhar Su |
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Government officials told The Hindu that the idea was to adopt a “participatory” approach to
problem-solving.

3BT 3 g fig o) wamn & R wwensht &1 gd 31 & fog <ggyriy e
U BT T

This involves driving home messages such as “the solution comes from within”, “not dwelling
on problems”, “initiating action”, and “creating opportunity from challenges”, according to the
Ministry’s concept note for the initiative, which is being run under the Dharti Aba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyaan programme for last-mile scheme delivery.
THH HATT B SAYRUN AIC & STER W= ST A § o “THT ek § o1l &7,
?mq@rﬁ%iﬁumwmmmaﬁmﬁW%mWww
I
The Adi Karmayogi initiative was conceived of earlier this year after a two-day national
workshop, where, at a brainstorming session, it was concluded that the reason tribal areas
continued to face backwardness was not a lack of schemes for them but a “lack of motivation”
in those implementing them.

31fe HHART Ugd BT Heu=1 5 e B Y3 H <l [Gawiig ATy SR & 9GS T8, Sel
o foaR-famsf o= & g8 frepd s for snfeart & & U su &I HRU 37 fog
ST13MT bl it 7Y Sfeep I AR B arlt 7 “URom Bt HHr ot

‘Village vision’

q-l-‘i’-a- E@"

The government, through the training activities mentioned above, intends to create 240 State-
level master trainers, 2,750 district-level trainers, and over 15,000 block-level trainers,
who will be responsible for taking the training down to 20 lakh village-level officials,
volunteers, and community leaders.
WHR, SR UiR1&on Tl & Arem 9, 240 I WRIT AR ¢+, 2,750 forar wig
TRI&® 37K 15,000 W SHfIF AT TR URI&H TIR B BT AT G ©, S TR0 B
%mm‘aﬁﬁuerfﬁwﬁﬁ WHATH| 3R ATHSTRA® a1l 9 o TH & g FeR

|
Apart from this, the programme intends to help residents to draw up their own “Village Vision”
documents for 2030 for each of the one lakh target villages across over 550 districts, which
are to be depicted as “public murals” and will become “aspirational blueprints” for the State
machinery to follow.
3P AT, PRIHH BT 32T Fariyal o 550 foral § ol Ude TP Ar@ dferd 14l & forg
2030 I 3T “Tid P’ ST dUR B A Aeg H1 ¢, forg “ardefes fifafsl & wu o
ST ST SR I8 Xeg AR & foTe “siiastelt @res & S|
Under the programme, the Ministry said it will also set up one lakh Adi Seva Kendras —
meant to act as a single-point interface for villagers trying to access the gamut of welfare
schemes meant for them so that 100% saturation can be achieved.
PAHH & ded, FAaT 3 H8T f I8 TP A1 3Mfe Va1 Hg i Rfd s — et e
ITHION & fo1g IdT UeTs Bt TSI b Ugdr & (04 Thd [ag Sexthd & w0 & B Bl
BRI AT 100% T UT B o7 T |
The first phase of the initiative involves holding these training sessions at the village level
across 324 districts. Currently, regional training sessions are conducted where State-level
master trainers are trained.

Usd & Ugd RN H 324 forelt # fa &R UR 3 UiRIE0T A SIS BT WA 8 | IdA H,
&= TifRreror T ST fbT o X8 § 18T o9 WRIg AReR 7RI 1 uikiférd faran o g

Most of the State-level sessions are also conducted for training district-level trainers, following
which block-level and village-level training will take place, according to officials. Once the
sessions reach the village level, each session will have 15 volunteers to participate in them.

SYBTRT & STAR, SR Iy TR T e TR UfRiercb! Bl URRIfErd 3 & forg off
ST T ST &, o a1a sefioh wR SR 7179 TR TR 1407 81| O 8 93 117 "R |
Tga, T T H I A9 & I 15 waddas 8|
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Prescribed activities

fruffva nfafaferat

e At these training sessions, the “prescribed” activities include a “lighting the candle” exercise to
encourage participants not to “curse darkness” but “bring the light”.
= ufRreror W B, “Ruffea nfafafiat & <dimech Samr &1 snary wnfira § drfes ufaunfial &
“3YBR DI DG & TOY “TbT =" P feIT Wegied fobar o1 gab |

o A *fish bowl exercise” asks participants to imagine themselves as fish in a bowl and get to
know each other.
2T 3T SARY YIRS & 8l ¢ fob 3 GG B TH Hek J TSl & TG H Bl B 3R
Th-gaR Bl oI |

e The “village scenario role play” exercise involves imagining a village of animal rearers trying
to solve water scarcity after the state machinery fails to act and the Deputy Commissioner’s
staff is rushed to find a solution.
“Tifq aRE=g Uit AU &1 3NaRT T T 71T BT Heu-T AT T BT § el Iures®
o8 TRIFRY ®l [ adT & 916 ST Yhe B g B B BRI BR 3@ ¢ IR THIYUM Do &

forT Surged &1 T Yol o B

Centre finalises National
Designated Authority to
kick-start carbon markets
GS III: Environment |

Jacob Koshy The authority is a priorities; receive projects —f
NEW DELHI or activities for evaluation,

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change has announced a
National Designated Auth-
ority (NDA), a mandatory
requirement under the
provisions of the 2015 Paris
Agreement, to enable a
carbon emissions trading
regime.

Within the Paris Agree-
ment, a section called Arti-
cle 6 defines the contours
under which such an emis-
sions trading regime or a
market can take shape. A
long-standing bone of con-
tention among countries,

mandatory body to
be set up under the
provisions of 2015
Paris Agreement

Friday lays out the compo-
sition of the NDA, which is
a 2l-member committee
headed by the Secretary of
the Environment Ministry.
Representatives include of-
ficials from the Ministries
of External Affairs, Steel,
and Renewable Energy,
and NITI Aayog.

The NDA’s responsibili-
ties include recommend-
ing to the Union govern-

approval and authorisa-
tion; and authorise the use
of emission reduction un-
its from projects for use to-
wards achievement of Na-
tionally Determined
Contributions (NDC).

The NDC refers to com-
mitments by countries to
reduce emissions by di-
verting their energy con-
sumption towards renewa-
ble energy sources and
taking action to reduce car-
bon concentrations in the
atmosphere.

India’s NDC commits to
reducing its GDP’s emis-
sion intensity by 45% by

Article 6 was finally passed  ment a list of activities that 2030 from 2005 levels,
at the 29" edition of the cli-  can be considered for the achieving 50% electric
mate COP in Baku, Azer- trading of emission reduc- power capacity from non-
baijan in November 2024. tion units from projectsun-  fossil fuel sources by 2030,

The creation of an NDA
is a mandatory require-
ment under Article 6.

A notification from the
Environment Ministry on

der Article 6, modifying
them from time to time in
line with national sustaina-
ble goals, country-specific
criteria and other national

and creating an additional
carbon sink equivalent to
2.5-3 billion tonnes of car-
bon dioxide by 2030
through afforestation.
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Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick-start
carbon markets

&g A BT TR P D & forg gt it urferesor o1
sifaw =u fean

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has announced a
National Designated Authority (NDA), a mandatory requirement under the
provisions of the 2015 Paris Agreement, to enable a carbon emissions trading
regime.

qafaRur, 99 3R S@arg Uik HAad | 2015 U U & wraur=l & 9gd
Jfrard srazamar IS Afra WRkIER0T (NDA) $1 9ivon $1 7, a1fes T ra
SIS TR TR HEH BT AT P |

¢ Within the Paris Agreement, a section called Article 6 de(Ines the contours under which
such an emissions trading regime or a market can take shape.
I quEia A, rgde 6 AHE U Ws 3 Irmrsil 1 uRyTid wvar 8 foraes siarfa Tt
I YR SIRT T TR ATHR A bl ¢ |

e Along-standing bone of contention among countries, Article 6 was Linally passed at the 29th
edition of the climate COP in Baku, Azerbaijan in November 2024.

TS 6, S T & I Td YT ¥ f3aT 1 fqwa o, 3fdic: TdaR 2024 ¥ q1F, SRS &
SA@ATg COP & 29d Jwpwur # UTid fovar |

o The creation of an NDA is a mandatory requirement under Article 6.
NDA &1 7131 3¢ 6 P 3idid Ueb Aard Mazadhd g

e A notification from the Environment Ministry on Friday lays out the composition of the NDA,
which is a 21-member committee headed by the Secretary of the Environment Ministry.

I[EFAR B TITRUN HATET $1 SRGET § NDA 1 TRaT 918 T8 8, S U 21 ewiiy afifa
8 oIk U@ Siedl yataRur HATay & wiRE gR1 &1 St

e Representatives include oficials from the Ministries of External AlJairs, Steel, and
Renewable Energy, and NITI Aayog.
wfafAfrat & fadr sarer, sxura Harad, Adte v St warad SR Hifa emaiT & siftresrt
M gl

o The NDA’s responsibilities include recommending to the Union government a list of
activities that can be considered for the trading of emission reduction units from projects
under Article 6, modifying them from time to time in line with national sustainable goals,
country-specilic criteria and other national priorities; receive projects or activities for
evaluation, approval and authorisation; and authorise the use of emission reduction units from
projects for use towards achievement of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC).

NDA ® fordiefeat & wnfid § I° WReR &1 37 nfafafial ot Gt ot Ry s forg
TG 6 b dgd URAISHIS A Jeasi B! 15l b SATUR & 7T AT S Tehdll B, I8 -
wmwa&ﬁ, -fafry arEst oiR oy st Trufiarell & srEu aXnfd
HRT; 3ff a1 TIfAfafat o gedied, SrgHIG SR WITYeRUT & fofT U T, 8k
UREISTSHT & Io HH! SH1SAT b IUTNT B SHfpd BT dlics IPHA TR W Fruffa
YT (NDC) &1 UGy 81 I |

e The NDC refers to commitments by countries to reduce emissions by diverting their energy
consumption towards renewable energy sources and taking action to reduce carbon
concentrations in the atmosphere.

NDC <= &1 39 Ufdaadr &1 Gaid odl & s 9 30t Sofl @ud &I Adteroig St
Tl o1 3R ASHR 3R ARV & BT Figdl &) HH B & [T HEH I3THR oo HH
B

e India’s NDC commits to reducing its GDP’s emission intensity by 45% by 2030 from 2005
levels, achieving 50% electric power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030, and
creating an additional carbon sink equivalent to 2.5-3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide by
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2030 through afforestation.
YR ®T NDC 39 Ufdagdl &1 Gidl & & 2005 & TR A 2030 d GDP P IS dligdl HI
45% TP B BT, 2030 TPH 50% faggd & AR-SHa=A U= Hidl I YT H1, 3R
1B & AT F 2030 dP 2.5-3 3RT &1 Bl SIFATFAZS & TR SAfaf¥ad B

R IR BT

The gender angle to India’s economic vulnerabilities -

ndia’s economic ascent, which is now valued
l at $4.19 trillion, has earned it a firm place in

the global growth story. The country is
poised to become the world’s third-largest
economy. Yet, this momentum now faces a
formidable disruption — the proposed 50% tariffs
by the United States President Donald Trump on
Indian exports. Targeting $40 billion in trade,
these tariffs could shave off nearly 1% from India’s
GDP striking labour-intensive sectors such as
textiles, gems, and leather and footwear which
are critical industries that disproportionately
employ women.

Unlike China, which has weathered U.S. tariffs
through its manufacturing scale and diversified
exports, India remains vulnerable. The U.S.
accounts for 18% of India’s exports; an increase in
tariff could lead to 30%-35% cost disadvantage
against competitors such as Vietmam leaving
Indian exporters exposed. In this moment of
crisis, these words appear prescient: “The
strength of a nation lies in the strength of its
women.” India’s failure to economically empower
half its population is not just a social concern. It is
now a strategic liability.

The tariffs threaten to destabilise employment
for millions of Indian women. The textiles, gems,
leather and footwear sectors, which employ
nearly 50 million people, face a projected export
decline of up to 50%. Additionally, India’s existing
low female labour force participation rate
(FLFPR) has remained stuck between 37% and
41.7% far below the global average and China’s
60%. According to the International Monetary
Fund, closing the gender gap could boost India’s
GDP by 27% in the long term Yet, this is a promise
that is stifled by cultural constraints, policy
inertia and systemic barriers to employment.

The ticking clock

India is inching closer to its peak of its
demographic dividend - a period where the
working-age population vastly outnumbers
dependents. This window, which could close by
2045, once fuelled growth in China, Japan, and
the U.S. - economies now past their prime

-

Anurodh Lalit
Jain

is Vice-Chairman,
All India Congress
Committee (Minority
Department) and

a Social Economic
Analyst

The imposition
of US. tariffs
that threatens to
impact millions
of Indian
women in
labour-intensive
sectors is a
wake-up call —
women need
empowerment
as

economic agents

demographic advantage, with flattening growth
curves. India must act to convert this fleeting
dividend into sustained prosperity, and this
means fully integrating women into the
workforce.

Labour participation by rural women has
inched up, but mostly in unpaid and
low-productivity family work. In urban India,
female workforce participation has stagnated.
Safety concerns, unreliable public transport, lack
of sanitation, and the crushing burden of unpaid
care work continue to push women out of schools
and jobs.

India risks the fate of Southern European
economies such as Italy and Greece, where low
FLFPR has placed a long-term drag on growth.
The urgency is clear as it is a now-or-never
moment.

Lessons from abroad, solutions at home
Global superpowers offer a road map. The U.S.
leveraged women'’s labour during the Second
World War with equal pay and childcare. China’s
post-1978 reforms drove 60% FLFPR through
state-backed care and education. Japan raised its
FLFPR from 63% to 70%, boosting GDP per capita
by 4%. The Netherlands’ part-time work model,
with equal benefits, suits India, where women
prefer such roles. These nations invested in legal
protections, care infrastructure, and skills
training, which are areas where India lags.
Instead of short-term populism or blanket cash
transfers, India needs structural reforms that
empower WoImen as economic agents.
Karnataka’s Shakti scheme, which offers free
public bus travel to women, is one such
intervention. Since its launch in 2023, female
ridership has surged by over 40%. The scheme
has enhanced women’s mobility for work,
education, and enterprise — especially in rural
and peri-urban areas. This has enabled more
women to gain improved access to job markets,
decrease their dependence on male family
members, and achieve greater autonomy.
Redirecting spending from broad welfare
schemes to targeted programmes such as tax

incentives for female entrepreneurs, digital
inclusion drives, and gender-focused skilling
platforms can yield more sustainable gains.
Formalising gig and part-time work through
updated labour codes and social protections
would bring millions of women into the formal
economy.

Urban Company, a leading gig platform, has
onboarded over 15,000 women service providers.
These workers earn %18,000-325,000 in a month,
along with access to accident insurance,
maternity benefits, and skill development. The
platform’s emphasis on safety, training and
transparent pay highlights how gig work can be
empowering particularly for semi-skilled urban
women.

On the public side, Rajasthan’s Indira Gandhi
Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme has
created over four crore person-days of work, with
nearly 65% of jobs going to women. Its flexible,
neighbourhood-based jobs in sanitation, greening
and care work have enabled many first-time
workers — especially those restricted by domestic
duties — to enter the workforce. These cases show
that when the state recognises and supports
non-traditional work, it can unlock massive
economic value.

A moment of reckoning

The looming U.S. tariff shock should serve as a
wake-up call. India’s economic vulnerabilities are
not just due to external threats. They also stem
from internal neglect, especially in tapping the
potential of working-age women.

Empowering women is not a social gesture. It
is a growth imperative. It is the linchpin of
demographic dividend utilisation, export
competitiveness and equitable development. If
India seeks to become a true global powerhouse,
its progress must be built on the shoulders of
both its men and women. India stands at a
crossroads. It can rise by investing in its women.
Or it can falter by ignoring them. One path leads
to resilience and inclusive growth. The other path
leads to missed opportunities and econormic
fragility.

The gender angle to India’s economic vulnerabilities

YRd &1 3ffe susifyal &1 dfte ueq

India’s Economic Ascent and US Tariff Threat

YR P anfde yofa 3R srafvat e @a=T

e India’s economic ascent, which is now valued at $4.19 trillion, has earned it a firm place in
the global growth story. The country is poised to become the world’s third-largest economy.

YRd 1 i wrfa, S oid $4.19 fefma siet 7 8, A 5% dfye faoma e & Ue Holgg
R feamn 31 32 g & Hadt gad 7 srdouawt 979 B IR W B

e Yet, this momentum now faces a formidable disruption — the proposed 50% tariffs by the
United States President Donald Trump on Indian exports.
QB 319 3T WA BT U 1R SqaeUTT &1 W1 BT US 8T § — Yo Iod SMRST &
APl SIHTeS ¢U gRT YR frafdl TR URaTfad 50% eRw |
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Targeting $40 billion in trade, these tariffs could shave off nearly 1% from India’s GDP,
striking labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, gems, leather, and footwear which
disproportionately employ women.

$40 fafera & SUR o1 AEd FRd gY, A TRW YR F GDP HT TIHT 1% TT THhd &, 3R
YH-UYT &3 SN TFETSd, T, THST MR Fefaar & yHIfad R & §, St 99 IHM W
Afgeara & AR 2

Unlike China, which has weathered U.S. tariffs through its manufacturing scale and
diversified exports, India remains vulnerable.

I & faudia, form o arar ok fafay fFrafa & aream 3 emfke) 2R & g fear g,
yRd 3reft ff Taeashia gl

The U.S. accounts for 18% of India’s exports; an increase in tariffs could lead to 30%-35%
cost disadvantage against competitors such as Vietnam, leaving Indian exporters exposed.

AR®T URd F frata 1 18% e 8; 2Rw T g 30%-35% AT JHAH HT HRUT &
Tt g, faive farga=ma o ufaeafifal & gomed, o YR Fafde srRfm w7

In this moment of crisis, these words appear prescient: “The strength of a nation lies in the
strength of its women.’

;ﬂﬁjﬂgﬁa@ﬁﬁwuﬁwaﬁwﬁ% faft Iy B arpa SwP! Afgersi B arHa
I’

India’s failure to economically empower half its population is not just a social concern. It is
now a strategic liability.

ST 3meft 3TaTet i 3N TU W e 991 & HRd &1 fAwadr dad Ue ATHTSS fidT
T R, afep 31 U8 U Yurifae a2l

Impact of Tariffs on Women and Employment

Rw &1 afgars 3R ISR W gHE

The tariffs thrgaten to destabilise employment for millions of Indian women.
3 Rw arat urRdtg afgarsit & AR S ARR A 3T 49! S B

The textiles, gems, leather and footwear sectors, which employ nearly 50 million people,
face a projected export decline of up to 50%.

TFHCTSd, T, THST 3R Befdur &=, St THIHT 5 B @Rl &l AR 2 &, A fFafa &
50% % FRTaE &1 STl 2|

India’s female labour force participation rate (FLFPR) has remained stuck between 37%
and 41.7%, far below the global average and China’s 60%.

YRd @ Afger o xfed UG % (FLFPR) 37% ¥ 41.7% & o9 el g3 ©, o afy®

3 3R T F 60% A Igd HH B

According to the IMF, closing the gender gap could boost India’s GDP by 27% in the long
term.

RIS T BT (IMF) F SR, AN 3R ! TAW F3 Y dd G99 § HRA BT GDP
27% AP q¢ AHAT g

Yet, this promise is stifled by cultural constraints, policy inertia and systemic barriers to
employment.

mﬁ%gﬁmmmﬁ,mmeﬁ?ﬁwﬁmmmﬁﬁsw
I |

The Ticking Clock: Demographic Dividend
few-few ot ud): SAIRSIS I aTyi=T

India is inching closer to the peak of its demographic dividend — a period where the
working-age population vastly outhumbers dependents.

YR 30 TAHIRSTP T ATHIRT B T & HRd Ugd 6T § — T8 98 T § ofd PTHBTON
U P FEE i | HE e g 21
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This window could clgse by 2045, once fuelling growth in China, Japan, and the U.S.
Tg fs®l 2045 % d¢ 81 THdl 8, oA Fft A9, sirur ok e ot af S &1 sgran
fear o)

These economies are now past their prime demographic advantage, with flattening growth
curves.

%%ﬁmwnﬁwmwmmu@r&nﬁﬁwﬁ%, 3R Il farra R RR G
|

India must act to convert this fleeting dividend into sustained prosperity, and this means
fully integrating women into the workforce.

YRT I 39 &i0Th ATHIRT B TIRR w9f § 9gam & U Hg0 IoM a1y, SR 59T 31 §
wfganait @ i @vg srdaa d e w1

Challenges in Female Labour Participation

Afear s\ wriiert # gt

Rural women'’s labour participation has inched up, but mostly in unpaid and low-
productivity family work.

yreftor wigarst 5t gw Uriier) 53t 8, Af a8 SeR sdaf~e iR $8 Idrghdr ara
uifvaive s A Bl

In urban India, female workforce participation has stagnated.

e YR &, afgen srdad Y uriiie RR A E 2|

Safety concerns, unreliable public transport, lack of sanitation, and unpaid care work
continue to push women out of schools and jobs.

Tre frrang, sifyyeita arde-e ulvagH, Wl $t ot ol sddfe Igure st
AR Afgarst & ¥pal 3R el ¥ aER Ydhad 368d & |

India risks the fate of Southern European economies such as Italy and Greece, where low
FLFPR has placed a long-term drag on growth.

YRd B! gferoft gRIdr srferawman S geelt ok W7 &1 TR 8, ST8f HH FLFPR 7 @a
Y 9% fapr &1 a1fda e gl

The urgency is clear as it is a now-or-never moment.

fRUFY &) 7iviRar Ty § Rife a8 e vt a1 paft At 1 & B

Lessqns from abroqd, solutions at home
fae=n 3 99w, @R & gy

Global superpowers offer a road map. The U.S. leveraged women’s labour during the
Second World War with equal pay and childcare.

Ay HerRifaar U AsHY UeH HRdl ¢ | srfveT A fgdia fay 9= & SR w9 aa+ iR
el G@HTA & FIY Al & 91 &1 aH I3[
China’s post-1978 reforms drove 60% FLFPR through state-backed care and education.

A9 F 1978 & 91g F GURY 7 s Iulfa T@HTA 3R e & T7eqq ¥ 60% AT 40 ga@
YrifierY g% (FLFPR) 8TRIA &1

Japan raised its FLFPR from 63% to 70%, boosting GDP per capita by 4%.
ST = 39 AT 97 9 HFERT &R &1 63% | 70% d% der, a9 ufa safed cpp A

4% 31 i S|
The Netherlands’ part-time work model, with equal benefits, suits India, where women
prefer such roles.

T BT AHIAD BRI Aied, THH ATl & 1Y, YR & (T TG &, 9Ig! Afgans T
HTat B Ui dat B
These nations invested in legal protections, care infrastructure, and skills training, which
are areas where India lags.

%agﬁﬁmﬁw&m ST ST 3R HIvra ufRreor & faw fan, fvm e #f uRa
|
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Instead of short-term populism or blanket cash transfers, India needs structural reforms
that empower women as economic agents.

AP AD ABIUTITATE IT AAUITP The gAY &1 Fold YR HI AfGansf i
e Tele & T § T=Iad g9 aTe ERETed YR B 1l g

Karnataka’s Shakti scheme, which offers free public bus travel to women, is one such
intervention.

FHied B fea areT, S AfRarstt & gud ST+ a9 9T UgH SR ¢, 391 8 Th
THAT B
Since its launch in 2023, female ridership has surged by over 40%.

2023 T 3% = 8H & 918 I Aigan Al &1 9= H 40% & e 3fs 83 5

The scheme has enhanced women’s mobility for work, education, and enterprise —
especially in rural and peri-urban areas.

< TioT 3 Aigensi Bt v, e ok Sefiar & R wfasiiad e § — @ge ardtor
3R 3ref-aredt &t Al

This has enabled more women to gain improved access to job markets, decrease their
dependence on male family members, and achieve greater autonomy.

Y S Afgersll I ASNIR TEIRT TF 95k Ugd T H<-, Y URAR & Jel |
fRRar gem 3R 3if¥e Targ=dr g1fd &3 A Ace felt g1

Redirecting spending from broad welfare schemes to targeted programmes such as tax
incentives for female entrepreneurs, digital inclusion drives, and gender-focused
skilling platforms can yield more sustainable gains.

IS HATUGR! T3 § T B geTdh: Afgdr Sl & forg = e, feforea
U AT 3R e Hid I WehTHT oI dfdrd ierT3f IR & &1 3ifeie
RIRR A T qHT ]

Formalising gig and part-time work through updated labour codes and social protections
would bring millions of women into the formal economy.

i iR sizreTiere St & srer 4w Hfedrel ok ATHIRT® YR&M S HieH F fu=iie Fu
37 e At siaTe srferawuT & o g g

Urban Company, a leading gig platform, has onboarded over 15,000 women service
providers.

3 S, U T T wiew i, 3 15,000 | 3ifire wfger Jar werarsit &1 wnfid faar g1

These workers earn ¥18,000-%25,000 per month, along with access to accident insurance,
maternity benefits, and skill development.

3 9 Ul A1E 218,000-225,000 HHTA &, 1Y B gHeT STHT, UIJQ a1y 3R Hizrd fasr
&1 gAY o aRa B

The platform’s emphasis on safety, training and transparent pay highlights how gig work
can be empowering particularly for semi-skilled urban women.

e o7 R, URRIeor iR UReRif da= R oIk faardr | & i o1 faviy =0 9 aref-
HIIa e Afgarsit & U HI IaaHRY 8 qHhar 3|

On the public side, Rajasthan’s Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme
has created over four crore person-days of work, with nearly 65% of jobs going to
women.

ol &3 H, IR Bt 5T e e AR TRE Fie 3 IR s § oiftre
FfFa-feaat &1 &m0 IO a1 g, s @y 65% et afgarsit & fid g

Its flexible, neighbourhood-based jobs in sanitation, greening and care work have enabled
many first-time workers — especially those restricted by domestic duties — to enter the
workforce.

& T, USIY-SMTUTRT ¥awsdl, ATt iR @A HI A H3 Ugal IR B B arell —
W I Hoaal I Wd dl — & sriad § M g4 & J&H 1 8

These cases show that when the state recognises and supports non-traditional work, it can
unlock massive economic value.

3 A fewmd § fop e Iou IR-uRuiYe &rf & Aradn 3k ¥0dH a1 §, ot a8 fawna snffe
ed &1 W Jobell 2
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A moment of reckoning

faofg @1 gfor

e The looming U.S. tariff shock should serve as a wake-up call.
3o AfEdt TG FedT TH Ida-1 & T4 H S H1 dlfeu|

e India’s economic vulnerabilities are not just due to external threats. They also stem from
internal neglect, especially in tapping the potential of working-age women.

YRA BT M HHSNNGT B qTgel el & HRUI g o | 9 Aiaid Suem F 1ff I07 gl &,
faRIvex PrAPTel g B ARATSN B & HT qlg B 1|

o Empowering women is not a social gesture. It is a growth imperative.
Afearsht & GG ST Had Th THIS Adbd ol ¢ | I8 U faepry sifariar g

e ltis the linchpin of demographic dividend utilisation, export competitiveness and
equitable development.

I8 TgiteIeg aryiw suan, forafa ufewaut siv =araRiva faer &1 snuR 3|

e If India seeks to become a true global powerhouse, its progress must be built on the
shoulders of both its men and women.

I YRA T Tt A HET=ITRT ST F18d 8, dl ISP Wl 39k Goul Sk Afgansit a1
& Ul | fed! g @Ifgul

¢ India stands at a crossroads. It can rise by investing in its women. Or it can falter by
ignoring them.

HRA U IRTE W TST 3| T8 30+ Afgarsit # fHaw $3d IR Iohar g1 T1 3= e’ P
fUoe gpargl

¢ One path leads to resilience and inclusive growth. The other path leads to missed
opportunities and economic fragility.

TS T AT 3R JHTaRM fIwTa S 3R ST 81 GERT T W §U SawR) 3 Snffa
FHSRY B 3R d A1

Interest subvention for Interest subvention for investors

. . . . in the Bihar industrial sector
!nzebtt([);‘;;l in tl:e Bihar H Ao 8 & Pt ¥
1naus SeClor WW e

in ¥ crore. The Bihar 40 in T crore.
government unveiled the 340 ?b_atf';l

Bihar Industrial Investment

; . The Bihar government unveiled the Bihar
Fro detL?n Packagl? 2[]?5 ml.l T:;Eﬂdgy' Industrial Investment Promotion Package 2025
under the new policy, free fand an fIER TRPR A IR sienfie Faw v i« 2025
interest subvention of up to 340 crore BT TR T

would be provided to those investing in
the industrial sector. Fn
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What is the air drop test conducted by ISRO:

How was the first Integrated Air Drop Test conducted? Which departments and agencies were involved in it? How are preparations for the Gaganyaan mission

coming along? Is it necessary to conduct multiple tests for a crewed space flight? What are India’s long term spaceflight goals?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
n August 24, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
successfully carried out its first
Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-1), a crucial milestone in the
preparation for the country’s maiden
human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan. A
dummy crew capsule weighing nearly five
tonnes was dropped from a helicopter to
test whether its parachute system could
slow it safely for splashdown.

What is IADT-1?
The IADT is designed to evaluate the
parachute-based deceleration system that
will bring the Gaganyaan crew module
down safely after reentry. In IADT-1, the
parachutes were expected to deploy in a
precise sequence after the module was
released from a height of about 3 km.
Although the capsule was uncrewed
and the drop was conducted from a
helicopter, the test simulated the last
stages of an actual space mission. In the
real scenario, the capsule will first be
slowed by atmospheric drag and its heat
shields, followed by smaller drogue
parachutes and finally the three 25-m
main parachutes. The aim was to ensure
the capsule slowed to around 8 m/s
before splashdown.

How was the test carried out?

For IADT-1, an Indian Air Force Chinook
helicopter lifted a 4.8-tonne dummy crew
module into the air. At the designated
altitude, the helicopter released the
capsule. From then on, automated
systems triggered the sequential
deployment of parachutes. ISRO reported
that the touchdown conditions matched
expectations, demonstrating that the
design worked in real-world conditions.
The exercise involved extensive
modelling, instrumentation, and
coordination among multiple agencies.

One step closer: ISRO successfully conducts the first IADT-01 test in Bengaluru on August 24. ANI

Aside from the Air Force, the Defence
Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) contributed to materials and
safety systems. The Indian Navy and
Coast Guard prepared for
post-splashdown recovery. Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre Director A.
Rajarajan has said that his centre was
responsible for nearly “90%” of IADT-1
activities. In a crewed space mission,
ascent, descent, and recovery are the
riskiest phases. Even after a successful
launch and orbital stay, astronauts’
survival hinges on whether the capsule
can decelerate safely for re-entry and
landing. A failure in parachute
deployment would be catastrophic.
Ground testing is thus indispensable.

Where does IADT lie on the roadmap?
Gaganyaan’s ultimate objective is to send
Indian astronauts to low-earth orbit on a
human-rated LVM3 rocket. But before that

happens, ISRO must conduct a series of
tests to validate safety systems. Unlike
previous satellite or planetary missions,
human spaceflight requires human-rating
of every system. This involves engineering
redundancies, fault detection, and life
support. The Crew Escape System tests
are to demonstrate whether astronauts
can be pulled away from the rocket in
case of launch failure. The first such test
vehicle flight, TV-DI, took place in
October 2023. TV-D2, scheduled next, will
attempt a more complex abort scenario.
The uncrewed Gaganyaan-1 (G1)
mission will launch a crew module aboard
the LVM3 to orbit. The module will house
‘Vyommitra’, a humanoid robot designed
to mimic astronaut operations. The recent
IADT- success will pave the way for TV-D2
and G1. Further drop tests and subsystem
trials, including more IADTs and
subsystem checks, will continue in
parallel, refining the systems before

astronauts are cleared to fly. In all, by the
time the first human flight (H1) has
happened, ISRO will have conducted
several thousand tests.

Some of the critical systems under
development include the environmental
control and life support system (ECLSS)
for oxygen, temperature, waste
management, and fire safety; the
integrated vehicle health management
system (IVHMS), capable of
autonomously detecting faults and
triggering abort actions; and the
strengthened LVM3 rocket, modified to
meet the reliability standards necessary
to carry humans. India has also had to
indigenise many technologies that were
unavailable from abroad, from escape
motors to specialised composites. Each
subsystem has to pass hundreds of tests
before being certified.

What are India’s long-term goals?
Gaganyaan is not an end in itself but the
foundation of a broader human
spaceflight roadmap. The Indian
government has announced plans to
establish the Bharatiya Antariksh Station
(BAS) by 2035 and to achieve an Indian
crewed lunar landing by 2040. These
goals will demand repeated flights,
extended orbital missions, and
deep-space technology. In this regard,
while schedules may slip — IADT-1 was
originally planned for April 2024 — each
milestone will build capability for more
ambitious tests. For example, according
to ISRO, the TV-D2 mission “will
demonstrate Gaganyaan Crew Escape
System by simulating an abort scenario.
The crew module will separate and
descend using thrusters and parachutes
before sea splashdown, followed by
recovery operations.” In tandem, ISRO is
currently operating its SpaDeX mission in
its extended phase, after the mission’s
twin satellites successfully demonstrated
in-orbit docking in May 2025. This
technology will be an important part of
the Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan-4, and BAS
missions. H is currently scheduled for
2027 but is likely to be delayed further.

What is the air drop test conducted by ISRO?
SR GIRT {6 a1 TR §9 o |1 87

Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT-1) for Gaganyaan
qrg $TT &1 (IADT-1)

e On August 24, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully carried out its

A &

first Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT-1), a crucial milestone in the preparation for the

country’s maiden human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan.

24 3RA &I

THE GIST

v

The IADT is designed to
evaluate the parachute-based
deceleration system that will
bring the Gaganyaan crew
module down safely after
reentry.

v

Gaganyaan's ultimate objective
is to send Indian astronauts to
low-earth orbiton a
human-rated LVM3 rocket.

v

Gaganyaan is not an end in
itself but the foundation of a
broader human spaceflight
roadmap.

SAfker SIHU IS (ISRO) - YHAIYAD U Ugell TDIPpd arg

1T U1 (IADT-1) fan, St 31 & ugd " ialer IS M WaE &) ot § teh

TgaqUl Iudfsd

gl

¢ A dummy crew capsule weighing nearly five tonnes was dropped from a helicopter to test
whether its parachute system could slow it safely for splashdown.

T UTE &1 aoi-! U SHY f pga

DI gAPIR I ORI T arfds g uiteon e o weh
% IusT WIYE ey I Wi T I ot B IdRA & o e HR g € a1 1611
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What is IADT-1?
IADT-1 T 27

o The IADT is designed to evaluate the parachute-based deceleration system that will bring
the Gaganyaan crew module down safely after reentry.

IADT %! TRTR[E-3MeTfe HaeT Worrelt &1 Jeidh-] e & fore faie= fasan man 8, S e
P HiSYd DI YF: YdT o &G JRI& U J e |

e InlADT-1, the parachutes were expected to deploy in a precise sequence after the module
was released from a height of about 3 km.

Blgg;-:ﬁﬁ,Wﬁmmsﬁﬁﬁéﬁ@%aﬁ%mﬁw%%mﬁ%ﬁ
!

e Although the capsule was uncrewed and the drop was conducted from a helicopter, the test
simulated the last stages of an actual space mission.
T S ATHERTEd AT 3R STU galiapiex F faran T o1, dfd udtern 3 ue areafas
Sfafves fir & sifaw Tvon &1 srg&ur foan

¢ In the real scenario, the capsule will first be slowed by atmospheric drag and its heat
shields, followed by smaller drogue parachutes and finally the three 25-m main
parachutes.
IrRdfas A §, FIa &1 Ugd argHsd fEama sk 3u& gie g gr1 i fowan sme,
R B T WRIRIEN 3R 3id H <7 25-1fieT qer WRIEH gRT|

e The aim was to ensure the capsule slowed to around 8 m/s before splashdown.

32T IE AT BT U7 o TARISTSA | Ugdl HYe 1T 8 WiewAdbs &1 71 ad oA 8
Ei

How was the test carried out?

gdteror 9 forar war?

e ForlADT-1, an Indian Air Force Chinook helicopter lifted a 4.8-tonne dummy crew
module into the air.
IADT-1 & 7T, R IR & M@ AP IER - UF 4.8 T aui-it SHI  Alsgd &I gal
o I3/

o Atthe designated altitude, the helicopter released the capsule, after which automated
systems triggered the sequential deployment of parachutes.
fuiia S8 R BRI Foga & i1, S 1e TarTferd yonferal 3 R & Hitrs
G Pt UfehdT &1 wichy |

¢ ISRO reported that the touchdown conditions matched expectations, demonstrating that
the design worked in real-world conditions.
TR A FaraT fob casTe @) fRufaat siemsit & sreu ff, fored wrfaa gan ¥ fesmga
Irdfas aRfufaal & S FRal g

e The exercise involved extensive modelling, instrumentation, and coordination among
multiple agencies.
Y 3NN § F% USRI & oiid ST TS, IUHRUN 3R JH=4 M |

¢ Aside from the Air Force, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
contributed to materials and safety systems.
RIAAT & SHATAT, T&T SFHUT U fAHRT T8 (DRDO) ~ AR 3R gRam wonferat &
e fear|

e The Indian Navy and Coast Guard prepared for post-splashdown recovery.
YRR T 3R e 96 2 TARSTS & d1g YAV &1 Rt $1|

e Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre Director A. Rajarajan said his centre was responsible for
nearly 90% of IADT-1 activities.
fasa ARt Siafvel g & T T. ISR A 81 {6 I7HT 5 THTHT 90% IADT-1
nfafaftral & fow fSieR

e In a crewed space mission, ascent, descent, and recovery are the riskiest phases.

T ATagad Safvel e 8§, 3T, 3raavur 3R guifty ge Sifqyguf TRl 81 81
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Even after a successful launch and orbital stay, astronauts’ survival hinges on whether the
capsule can decelerate safely for re-entry and landing.

el V& 3R Hefd Jary & a1 i, sfdie aal o1 sitad 39 R MR &ar § & vwga
T 74w 3R ofST & forg WRfama = u @ i gt weven @ a1 1|
A failure in paraphute deployment W%J#j be catastrophic.
I
Ground testing is thus indispensable.

gqforg srfiit udteror sifvard §1

IADT on the Gaganyaan Roadmap
TRFAE JSAY U IADT

Gaganyaan’s ultimate objective is to send Indian astronauts to low-earth orbit on a
human-rated LVM3 rocket.

TN 31 Sifaw IERT § URdH Safver aifal & gga-ves LVM3 e IR al-ardf
3fffefe & e
Before that happens, ISRO must conduct a series of tests to validate safety systems.

T UBT, 3IRI I GR&T WUNTRrAY &1 H1-g B & [oT BS TIUN T Tare BT g1 |

Unlike previous satellite or planetary missions, human spaceflight requires human-rating
of every system.

Usd Iuyre a1 U fa=ml & fawia, Aria siafves ST o g HuIell &1 ggHA-(ET add
g
This involves engmeermg redundancies, fault detection, and life support.

< SRR YE2W0, Biee QTR 3R WS qUIE e 9T 2

The Crew Escape System tests are to demonstrate whether astronauts can be pulled away
from the rocket in case of launch failure.

F Y Reew THev 31 352 I8 few ¢ & @ dia fawea o Rufa & siaRer anft
DI e F YRI&T ger o JHal g |

The first such test vehicle flight, TV-D1, took place in October 2023.

Ul U1 e GIpd S8, TV-D1, 3(agay 2023 T a7 Tl

TV-D2, scheduled next, will attempt a more complex abort scenario.

STET TV-D2 TReM0] Teh 3ifees Sfed ward uResy & g S|

The uncrewed Gaganyaan-1 (G1) mission will launch a crew module aboard the LVM3 to
orbit.

TRTFAT-1 (G1) BT f9=1 719 fIRM LVM3 | T % Aiegd & Safl 8 Hafid & |
The module will house ‘Vyommitra’, a humanoid robot designed to mimic astronaut
operations.

3 Hisgd H A= 81T, S U HIF4-3Tpfd Jale § 3k o/ siafver o Tara o
T R & fore fSems= forar man g1

The recent IADT-1 success will pave the way for TV-D2 and G1.

81 &1 IADT-1 W el TV-D2 &%TG1 & forg gt vera waft

Further drop tests and subsystem trials, including more IADTs and subsystem checks, will
continue in parallel, refining the systems before astronauts are cleared to fly.

3T 3R +ff gTa ¥ 3R Hafew wieror, K8 3R IADT 3R JaRied wie 2nfid g1,
MR T I SR 37, drfer sfafer ol & IeH & g srafa 37 3 uga yonfer &
gisgpd faar o 9 |

By the time the first human flight (H1) happens, ISRO will have conducted several
thousand tests.

§ I Ugait HId IS (H1) BT, SR B3 SR URI&H0T H gH1 gl

Critical Systems under Development

fawrdi gyt yonferat
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Environmental control and life support system (ECLSS) for oxygen, temperature, waste
management, and fire safety.

STRItH, aT9HTE, ST yaee iR i [Rem & for vatavor fArimor oiv Shta wad=
YUt (ECLSS)|

Integrated vehicle health management system (IVHMS), capable of autonomously
detecting faults and triggering abort actions.

3RS Fod a3 AAie RIEH (IVHMS), St Wra< U § @Il &1 udl @ bl §
3R Tard foparat &1 iR HR & g

A strengthened LVM3 rocket, modified to meet the reliability standards necessary to carry
humans.

TH g2 LVM3 Idbe, ol ATHa a8+ & g smazaes faga=iaar et & [ a3 5q
T=Nfa foear ma g

India has indigenised many technologies that were unavailable from abroad, including
escape motors and specialised composites.

YRA A $S dAD-1D| BT WSRNHRUT o g S faewr I Juarsy e o, fors webw Wed iR
faRdfiga Fuifte Wit 2
Each subsystem has to pass hundreds of tests before being certified.

TS R &1 THUH ¥ Ued Abs! UI&un 3 ToR-T 811 3

India’s Long-term Spaceflight Goals

YRA & 1o idafvel IS d8d

Gaganyaan is the foundation of a broader human spaceflight roadmap.

TR U UG AT 3aRe S ISHY &f 19 5

The government has announced plans to establish the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS)
by 2035 and to achieve an Indian crewed lunar landing by 2040.

IWBR 7 2035 TH HRAIT Sfaf¥e R (BAS) RTT HA 3R 2040 IF Th HRAT
ATagF d5HT ATST BRI FHRA ST IS Bt By &1 5|

These goals will demand repeated flights, extended orbital missions, and deep-space
technology.

31 A&t & U SR-IR 3} 9 aTelt Ig, favanfya wefta s ok - siafver aw-te ot
1Tl G|

While schedules may slip — IADT-1 was originally planned for April 2024 — each milestone
builds capability for more ambitious tests.

A B THY-IROT Rage Tt § — IADT-1 T &9 I 30id 2024 & T o1 918 T8 8t —
T AR IR Hgardie udeo & fR1g &mdl eI g

According to ISRO, the TV-D2 mission “will demonstrate Gaganyaan Crew Escape System
by simulating an abort scenario. The crew module will separate and descend using thrusters
and parachutes before sea splashdown, followed by recovery operations.”

& IR, TV-D2 fiRM “U& Taic ufe=g & PR A P Wby Req &1
U&= B P Hisyd I9% # FRA I Ugd 4R 3R BT JUTIT PHRb 3T R 3R
S{ATRUT BT, 18 d1g Rebadl SR g1
In tandem, ISRO is currently operating its SpaDeX mission in its extended phase, after the
mission’s twin satellites successfully demonstrated in-orbit docking in May 2025.

TP 1Y B, TR TaHH T 307 SpanDeX e &) fawaiid =R § =l 787 8, e 39 fowH
& JSdf IUUG! A Ug 2025 W HET | SIH & hd YaRH [l

This technology will be an important part of Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan-4, and BAS
missions.

Ig qh-1ep A, TeaT-4 R BAS F=Hl &1 v Tgayf figw gnft
H1 is currently scheduled for 2027, but is likely to be delayed further.

H1 g9 H 2027 & o Fuffkd 8, afe s 3R fadifad g9 &) GHaT 81

Page46

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Why has the import duty on
cotton been suspended?

When was the levy first introduced? Has cotton production been declining in the country?

M. Soundariya Preetha

The story so far:
otton, which is the main raw
material for the textile industry,
is grown by nearly six million
farmers in India. In the wake of
declining production, the Central
government has withdrawn the 11%
import duty it introduced in February
2021. However, the last year saw a steep
increase in cotton imports, even with the
duty in place. On August 18, the
government said it is withdrawing the
duty till September 30 when the current
cotton season will end.

Why was the duty introduced?

The import duty was announced by
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the 2021 Budget, when the
country was producing 350 lakh bales of
cotton annually against the requirement
of 335 lakh bales. While the country was

exporting cotton, there were imports too
and the duty was aimed at protecting the
interest of cotton growers.

In a move to address the raw material
(cotton) shortage faced by the textile
industry, the government exempted all
varieties of cotton from import duty from
April 14, 2022 to September 30, 2022,
later extending the exemption until
October 31, 2022. According to the Global
Trade Research Initiative, cotton imports
surged 107.4%, rising from $579.2 million
in FY2023-2024 to $1.20 billion in
FY2024-2025.

What is the current situation?

The overall domestic cotton production is
down to 294 lakh bales, the lowest in the
last 15 years, against the requirement of
318 lakh bales (including non-mill use).
Cotton production in the 2024-2025
cotton season (October to September) is
estimated to be nearly 20 lakh bales lesser
than the last cotton season. Imports are

also likely to be highest at about 40 lakh
bales, with major supplies coming from
Australia ($258.2 million), the U.S. ($234.1
million), Brazil ($180.8 million), and Egypt
($116.3 million). The Cotton Corporation
of India purchased nearly 100 lakh bales
of cotton from farmers at Minimum
Support Price (MSP) during the ongoing
cotton season spending ¥37,500 crore,
and has sold 73 lakh bales in the market.
For the 2025-2026 cotton season that will
start on October 1, the government has
hiked the MSP by 8%. Farmers in the
north are expected to start bringing
cotton to the market in October and those
in central and western States are likely to
start supplying after Deepavali.

What does the withdrawal imply?

It is said that only about two lakh bales of
imported cotton that are in transit will be
available without the duty as it will reach
Indian shores by September 30. Several
international brands are highlighting that

Why has the import duty on cotton been suspended?
DU UR 3{ATd Y[ 1 (Hafad fbar a1 g2

Cotton Import Duty Withdrawal

HUTH SMTAT Y[eh DI qTa_t

e Cotton, which is the main raw material for the textile industry, is grown by nearly six million

farmers in India.

HUN, S 9% IYNT & AT YT =l AT §, YRA H 14T B¢ Frferast feam gy vman

AT g |

¢ Inthe wake of declining production, the Central government has withdrawn the 11% import
duty it introduced in February 2021.

IdTe § fRTae & Ia1d, I WHR A BREsT 2021 T T T 11% HTATG J[eh I aqy o

o g

o However, the last year saw a steep increase in cotton imports, even with the duty in place.
graifep, fUsa o wuTd 3maTa | i gfe <t 718, Safoh Yeb arL ATl

e On August 18, the government said it is withdrawing the duty till September 30 when the
current cotton season will end.

18 3T D! PR + Hgl & 98 30 Rydar dF Yoo 5l @ §, 9d TaHH HUN Ao JHT

BRI
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Why was the duty introduced?
X[ I T T T2

The import duty was announced by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the 2021
Budget.
3{TATd Y[eh DI AU e fot Hit fordar Warwor = 2021 & aote o o1 <t

At that time, India was producing 350 lakh bales annually against the requirement of 335
lakh bales.

39 Y HIRd 350 ATE TS HUTY BT IdTeT B 8] UT, SafPp HTaLgHdl 335 ARG MS! B
ot

While the country was exporting cotton, there were imports too, and the duty was aimed at
protecting the interest of cotton growers.

S PURNT BT fafd HR g1 o1, R off omard 81 @1 o1, 3R Yo H1 I HuTH foamt &
TRl 1 & HAT AT

To address the raw material shortage, the government exempted cotton imports from April
14, 2022 to September 30, 2022, |later extending till October 31, 2022.

) ATd B BT J U & T, WHR 7 14 3iia 2022 | 30 Rydar 2022 T HUN TG
R Yeh I e, o a1¢ T 31 3fagaR 2022 ddb IG[-T1 7|

According to the Global Trade Research Initiative, cotton imports surged 107.4%, from
$579.2 million (FY2023-24) to $1.20 billion (FY2024-25).

Taled ¢s R sfARRrefed & sruR, wur smard # 107.4% @1 gfs g3, S $579.2 fufer=
(fo o 2023-24) § sER $1.20 fafera= (far af 2024-25) B T |

What is the current situation?

g RUfa w1 82

Domestic cotton production is down to 294 lakh bales, the lowest in 15 years, against a
requirement of 318 lakh bales.

T HUNY I IeHR 294 TG TS I AT 7, S 15 961 H HIQ B ©, Safh azgavar
318 W14 i} & g

In the 2024-25 cotton season, production is estimated to be 20 lakh bales less than last
year.

2024-25 HUTH Hor & I U 98 St g1 H 20 ARI S FH I8 BT A 5 |
Imports are likely to be 40 lakh bales, with major supplies from Australia ($258.2m), U.S.
($234.1m), Brazil ($180.8m), and Egypt ($116 3m).

S{TAT T 40 AT TS 814 B THIGAT § TG 3T SATeferar ($258.2m), SMAR®T
($234.1m), STel ($180.8m), 3R fir ($116.3m) 1?[ =uill

The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) purchased nearly 100 lakh bales from farmers at
MSP, spending 37,500 crore, and sold 73 lakh bales in the market.

YR $UN A9 (CCl) A fHami & MSP UR TRTHIT 100 ARG i TRIGT, ol IR 237,500
PRIS T gofl, 3R 73 ARG S TR & |

For the 2025-26 season, the government has hiked MSP by 8%, with arrivals expected after
Deepavali.

2025-2%#13?%1%111, WHR A MSP H 8% gfex &t 7, 3R omyfef Starett & a1g 3 Bt
REIEEIN]

What does the withdrawal imply?
I[P ORIt BT T 3

Only about 2 lakh bales of imported cotton in transit will benefit, as they will reach before
September 30.

el TIHIT 2 ARG TS ST B i gifre 7 €, i giefl, wifes 4 30 Rydak & ued
Tgh
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International brands highlight that without duty, garment exporters will have a level-playing

field.
JARTE 1S BT 51 & [P Yo g I Uiy Fafas! o1 qa e firerm|

However, cotton farmers argue that the removal discourages cultivation and does not help
farmers lacking government support.

BT, HUNY fHaH b <4 &€ P Yoob g T Wl galedTied Siat 3 3R T8 I fami o
Hag el HRdl o RPN JgTadl ol (|

What is the long-term solution?

JHIYTE FT 22

The industry wants a stable policy so it can plan raw material procurement.

IENT 9151 © b T FRIR Hifa 81 a1fes a8 v W1 o1 WRig B Ao 51 9 |

Duty should be suspended every year during the non- peak season (April-September).
e B &R 1 W-f We (eia-RdeR) 7 Fafad farar s afgul

Industry demands a 5% interest subsidy on working capital for textile mills, especially
MSMEs, to purchase cotton during peak season.

TN T FHxal § [ Ui o & U Ble & e ava firell, faRivas MSME @1,
FHTIRMA Uit R 5% =Tl a3 A |

With this, mills can buy cotton themselves and the government need not spend heavily on
MSP operations.

3O iyl g HU Wi Yot 3R WHR B MSP URETAT IR U T 81 =1 g
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With Sci-Hub gone, will the ‘One Nation,
One Subscription’ scheme step up?

Internationally, publishers such as Elsevier and Wiley have used the courtroom to buttress the legitimacy of their business model and portray

shadow libraries like Alexandra Elbakyan’s Sci-Hub as rogue actors rather than as symptoms of dysfunction

Vasudevan Mukunth

hen the Delhi High Court
ordered internet service
providers to block access
to Sci-Hub and its mirrors,

it closed a chapter in one of the more
fraught debates in contemporary
research: who gets to read research
papers, and who must pay. The verdict
followed years of litigation by Elsevier,
Wiley, and the American Chemical
Society against Sci-Hub founder
Alexandra Elbakyan. The court held that
Ms. Elbakyan had violated an undertaking
not to upload publishers’ articles, and
that Sci-Net, a mirror service, was being
used to circumvent judicial orders,
leaving her prima facie in contempt.

This seemingly straightforward case of
copyright violation — private corporations
defending intellectual property against
piracy - is transformed by its context.
The publishers’ legal win must be
weighed against the case for public access
to knowledge, the economics of scholarly
publishing, and the arrival of ‘One Nation,
One Subscription” (ONOS), which together
suggest that depending on courtroom
battles might be misplaced.

An endeavour apart
Scientific publishing is unlike other
enterprises where piracy drains income
from creators. Scientists who produce
and review research are not paid by
journals: their work is largely funded by
public money in India. Yet publishers
charge institutions exorbitant
subscription fees, sometimes lakhs of
rupees per journal. Publishers have
defended these figures on grounds of
quality control and peer review. But with
profit margins of 30% or more and a
voluntary review system, the system has
often resembled rent-seeking.

On the other hand, Sci-Hub was always
vulnerable to the charge of copyright

With Sci-Hub gone, will the ‘One Nation, One Subscription’

infringement. Courts in the U.S. and
Europe have consistently ruled against it,
and now the Delhi High Court has joined
that chorus. While this is uncontroversial
from a strictly legal standpoint, the larger
implication is troubling. The judgment
risks reinforcing the idea that legal
strategies to restrict access are valid even
in settings where no affordable or
equitable alternative exists.

Internationally, publishers have used
the courtroom to buttress the legitimacy
of their business model and portray
shadow libraries like Sci-Hub as rogue
actors rather than as symptoms of
dysfunction. In fact, the outcome in the
High Court fits a pattern: publishers
protect a lucrative business model, courts
apply the letter of the law, and the
underlying lack of access stays
unresolved. Experts have been steadfast
that the dysfunction is the real disease
that needs to be cured.

Unified subscription
The Indian government recently put
forward the ONOS initiative as an
alternative. Whether it succeeds will
determine if future generations of
researchers must still look for back doors.
The Union Cabinet approved ONOS in
2024 with an outlay of ¥6,000 crore for its
first phase (2023-2026). Under the
scheme, the state has negotiated a bulk
subscription with 30 major publishers so
that research institutions — all public and,
in phase II, many private ones — have
equal access to some 13,000 journals.
Thanks to the rise of preprints and
institutional repositories, more than half
of the scientific papers worldwide are
now open access. From 2026, all federally
funded research in the U.S. must be
openly accessible; the EU’s Horizon
Europe programme has similar
requirements. Paying crores for
subscriptions at a time when openness is
expanding could render ONOS an

scheme step up?
UT5-89 & §¢ g1 & 1Y, T ‘G- A%, 9+ JeHIh =T’
TISHET 3T FeIf?

Delhi High Court verdict on Sci-Hub
et 3= =amaTera %1 fAvlg AT R

o When the Delhi High Court ordered internet service providers to block access to Sci-Hub

expensive detour. Until phase II,
independent researchers and those at
private institutes and centres — who may
outnumber their counterparts at public
centres — will still have to pay
considerable non-ONOS fees to access
journals and still depend on platforms like
Sci-Hub.

ONOS also doesn’t address structural
flaws in scholarly publishing, reinforces
dependence on foreign publishers, and
continues to force Indian researchers to
transfer copyrights of their own work to
journals. At the same time, the
subscription model that ONOS pays for
still encompasses several thousand
journals, including those that many
researchers wish to be published in.
Blaming ONOS on this count rather than a
long-awaited culture change, especially
not one the state could have forced,
wouldn’t make sense.

Ms. Elbakyan’s attempts to (further)
incentivise scholars to contribute to
Sci-Hub's collection of papers using the
Sci-Net portal and its
cryptocurrency-based rewards system
also don’t seem to be succeeding.
Whatever moral force Ms. Elbakyan’s
project once had has since been
squandered by technical unreliability and
increasing redundancy. The High Court’s
injunction may thus be decisive less
because of its punitive sting than because
of the fact that the Indian community is
already moving on.

Pathology of publishing

At the time the publishers sued Ms.
Elbakyan in 2020, there was no realistic
prospect of universal access. For
countless researchers outside elite
institutions, Sci-Hub was (and remains)
often the only path to knowledge. Both
legal experts and researchers have thus
contended that on principle alone, courts
could have acknowledged the unique
nature of scientific publishing — that the

absence of author royalties, prevalence of
public funding, and exorbitant pricing by
publishers set it apart from creative
industries like music or film — and refused
to privilege corporate margins over public
good.

Today, ONOS provides a legal path to
broader access and its success could
render shadow libraries unnecessary. It
needs to prove it can seamlessly deliver
equitable access at a fair cost while India
must foster greater indigenous publishing
capacity. On both counts, however, it's
not clear if ONOS can do so in its present
form. For example, on the first count, the
concerned authorities will have to
improve the efficiency of use by regularly
consulting researchers on which journals
are useful and keep other options, like a
per-article fee for esoteric journals, open.

On the second, ONOS frees funds at
many individual institutes and the
scheme currently intends to redirect them
towards pay-to-publish (rather than
pay-to-read) open-access journals.
Instead, governments may consider using
them to install and manage institutional
repositories. Experts have said this
service could in turn be complemented
by a national rights retention policy, like
those at Harvard University and MIT, that
require researchers to deposit their work
in the repositories regardless of
publishers’ restrictions.

This could keep researchers in control
of their work, force pay-to-publish
journals to modify their terms, and allow
people who aren’t linked to university
and/or public libraries to access papers,
including journalists, activists, and
independent researchers.

Sci-Hub in many respects remains a
symbol of resistance against publishers”
profiteering. Following the Delhi High
Court order, the question is whether
ONOS will step up to eradicate the disease
rather than simply manage the
symptoms.

and its mirrors, it closed a chapter in one of the more fraught debates in contemporary
research: who gets to read research papers, and who must pay.
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The verdict followed years of litigation by Elsevier, Wiley, and the American Chemical
Society against Sci-Hub founder Alexandra Elbakyan.

I8 Hhael TeRfaar, arsal, 3R SfiRed Sfired Wiarsd! gRI T3-89 &1 TRITUS TATI g
TR & RIAD aul &1 JhHgHaTol! & d1G T

The court held that Ms. Elbakyan had violated an undertaking not to upload publishers’
articles, and that Sci-Net, a mirror service, was being used to circumvent judicial orders,
leaving her prima facie in contempt.

3feTad = T fb Gt TelTad T = UBTRI! & o SUTTS A FHR & dTg T Seard 1o o, 3R
g, TP FBRT A1, 1 TN A1RIS SR ¥ 9 & g T 1 g7 o1, o a8 77547
] SHTHTAT | o |

Copyright vs Public Access

I AdeI® Ugd

This seemingly straightforward case of copyright violation — private corporations defending
mtellectual property against piracy — is transformed by its context.

IEAU BT YR TTHAT Ul Brdl & — ol Hufai difed duer o uraee 3
a%n?rgq Afp T sq Fe@ a8
The publishers’ legal win must be weighed against the case for public access to
knowledge, the economics of scholarly publishing, and the arrival of ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS).
THTRID! DI BT Siid B F b ATde—P Ugd, A&Oe uHmRe o) srfagawyn, ok =
AR, 9 FsH PR’ (ONOS) & 3T & T & w1 o =nfeu|

Scientific Publishing Context
IS UHIRHE BT Heod

Scientific publishing is unlike other enterprises where piracy drains income from creators.
TS THIR =T & J 31eT €, STgT IR & T IBRI BT 31T " g
Scientists who produce and review research are not paid by journals: their work is largely
funded by public money in India.
S AT MY B SR TS IR € S8 o-d 9 YT el T IT B Jea: HRd o
rdwi=e ¢ I faaafd giar g
Yet publishers charge institutions exorbitant subscription fees, sometimes lakhs of rupees
per journal.
R 1t TepTRIes TR & Sreafies ewadT Yo ad o, Hl-H ufd s-ia aral Ul I |
Publishers defend these figures on grounds of quality control and peer review, but with
profit margins of 30% or more and a voluntary review system, the system has resembled
rent-seeking.
THTRI 3 Y| B! UTGT 07 iR gl THIET & SMTUR R IRIT e 8, Al
%%mmwmﬁﬁ 3R Wafse Tften womelt & 1y, T8 yomeh fHRmar-@ieh aisa

I

Legal Vulnerability of Sci-Hub
ATS-59 BT BT SRGREMT

SC| Hub was always vulnerable to the charge of copyright infringement.
B9 GHRT BIURTSE Ieau & SHRIUI & Uil Hag-I=Nd 67|

Courts in the U.S. and Europe have consistently ruled against it, and now the Delhi High
Court has joined that chorus.

&ﬁ? 1 SfETadi A AR 39 Raars Fofa fgar §, ok s Reht s@ =marea
?r 0t I R A ﬁm‘q feari
While this is uncontroversial from a legal standpoint, the larger implication is troubling: the
judgment risks reinforcing the idea that legal strategies to restrict access are valid even where
no affordable or equitable alternative exists.
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g ST ¥ ¥ faareRfzd §, afes samues wia fefarees 8: Fofa 59 faer &t aoeg
HRA BT SNRAH 3G ¢ fob Ugd B WA B B ST UM aY 8, U B Hlg Tl a1
I fadeq dieg T 81

Global Context of Access

Ugd &1 Af® wgH

Internationally, publishers have used the courtroom to legitimize their business model and
portray shadow libraries like Sci-Hub as rogue actors rather than as symptoms of
dysfunct|on

TR W, HTAD! 7 3 I AISA P 94 383 3R 3-89 Al A} argafvar
ﬁw%a@%mga@%wﬁwmﬁ%%umwwm%

The outcome in the High Court fits a pattern: publishers protect a lucrative business model,
courts apply the letter of the law, and the underlying lack of access stays unresolved.

I AT H1 IR0 Ue Get & fhe 9641 8; TR U6 aIHSRI aaurd Aisd &f &l
A §, ST BT B &R P! AL B! &, 3R SHdHed Ugd Pt HH sFgarsh el ¢
Experts have been steadfast that the dysfunction is the real disease that needs to be cured.

Iy TR P8d TR & 3 3relt THR) roaa=T 8, f59 3t B &l auhdl g

Unified Subscription (ONOS Initiative)

TdT (ONOS UEH)

The Indian government recently put forward the ONOS initiative as an alternative. Whether
it succeeds will determine if future generations of researchers must still look for back doors.

B1d 8l § YRAH WRPR 1 T [dhed & 30 H ONOS Ugd U B | 3T Ihadl I8 dg S
o o vfosy &) difeat & Muwmatsif & ah off S SR TioH P TaRgmd gl

The Union Cabinet approved ONOS in 2024 with an outlay of ¥6,000 crore for its first phase
(2023-2026).

Fag dfHsd A 2024 & ONOS &1 Aol € 3R 3HF Ugd a7 (2023-2026) F T 26,000
RS &1 3ATde fha|

Under the scheme, the state has negotiated a bulk subscription with 30 major publishers
so that research institutions — all public and, in phase |l, many private ones — have equal
access to some 13,000 journals.

S Aol & d8d, I5T A 30 UG UHTRID| & ATY Tob ToA PR IR dIdaid o1, o
ST TR — Tt AT 3R =R0T 11 H 3 Aol — BT U 13,000 Sed ab THH
Ugd o g |

Thanks to the rise of preprints and institutional repositories, more than half of the
scientific papers worldwide are now open access.

Mitew SR wwumTa Ruiforedie & g1 & R, 39 g 1R & e A eiftres afae duwr
3o TR B

From 2026, all federally funded research in the U.S. must be openly accessible; the EU’s
Horizon Europe programme has similar requirements.

2026 I, 3MR®T ¥ Tt Aty faqoifya 2y wasi-e U 9 gay gi7; qRdg g &1
Horizon Europe ®TI®H ft 33t aRg @ razasdrsi aran 3|

Paying crores for subscriptions at a time when openness is expanding could render ONOS
an expensive detour.

1§ GATYT (openness) 5 8T 7, T8 UEEdl TR BAS! UL T BT ONOS Y HETM
AT §1 9hall 5|
Until phase Il, independent researchers and those at private institutes and centres — who

may outnumber their counterparts at public centres — will still have to pay considerable non-
ONOS fees to access journals and depend on platforms like Sci-Hub.

TR 1| O, W= Medbarsil 3R fAeit TRITbg! & Medpdrsil — Sme! T=m Iideie Hal
T 3 g1 gavcit § — DI onnft oft I-fe a ugeA & frg AR-ONOS e 1 81T 3R Sci-
Hub S @ehE! IR YR 381 g
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ONOS also doesn’t address structural flaws in scholarly publishing, reinforces dependence
on foreign publishers, and continues to force Indian researchers to transfer copyrights of
their own work to journals.

ONOS &IfOTs YHTIF Bt IATHD WIHAT BT YalTd o1 HRal, [aS=M yHTIH! U
fiar & Oolgg war § SR YR Mudatai B 3 w1 1 TIRTgE T & & gxdidid
HRA & oY AR el 3|

At the same time, the subscription model that ONOS pays for still encompasses several
thousand journals, including those that many researchers wish to be published in.

I T, AgdT Aisd fod e ONOS YITaH &Rl &, 3ift off goIRY S &1 JMfie ot
2, for 9 ot 8 R 3 esd yaTiRid 811 918 1

Blaming ONOS on this count rather than a long-awaited culture change, especially not one
the state could have forced, wouldn’t make sense.

U UHX ONOS @l GIY ST Iold T dd THY | Yoifard Aiepia® deard o Hif &,
fIATBR STe o S 919 e B Jebal UT, GHAGRY el gl

Ms. Elbakyan’s attempts to incentivise scholars to contribute to Sci-Hub’s collection using
the Sci-Net portal and its cryptocurrency-based rewards system also don’t seem to be
succeeding.

I TeETRITE & T, H 3B Sci-Net WIEd 3R 34 fppiasit-anenfyd fRard
Rivew &1 IuA s Meybaistl DI Sci-Hub & UG T ANTGH & & T Uiedred fovan, awa
Bld -Te! fldw 3@

Whatever moral force Ms. Elbakyan’s project once had has since been squandered by
technical unreliability and increasing redundancy.

I TearrE & Meide @1 o of Afds wfd usad R, 98 i@ ae-te! sifaya-iaar iR sl
URIRTHAT & HRU T 81 D! 8

The High Court’s injunction may thus be decisive less because of its punitive sting than
because of the fact that the Indian community is already moving on.

3fere, 3= TATAd BT TS Ut SSTHS PRI I 3fUF 57 d & HRU fAuifas g
THdl § 6 RGNy WYSTa Ugd € 3Rl 9¢ TET 8|

Pathology of publishing
UHTI B

At the time the publishers sued Ms. Elbakyan in 2020, there was no realistic prospect of

universal access.

STd UhTRI = goft TeaTaRIT™ R 2020 H GaHeHT SRR 51, 99 Aduifie uga & ois

IRfdeh GHTTAT g1 i

For countless researchers outside elite institutions, Sci-Hub was (and remains) often the

only path to knowledge.

%Q?ﬂ?:;iwm‘f%w 3RS WYl & oy WS-8 3R J19 BT THHTF AN UT (3R 31
)l

Both legal experts and researchers have contended that courts could have acknowledged

the unique nature of scientific publishing — absence of author royalties, prevalence of

public funding, and exorbitant pricing — and refused to privilege corporate margins over

public good.

HLL faRivgl SR RMrerpatsi g1 A adb faan & sraradl & T ybT=M & ot udhfa

— TGP NGe! BT UG, HTdoT=p BIET B TRal, 3R reaftre geu fefor — &) A

7 A1 ot SIR Hraee fgd IR HIURE T HI WA <7 ¥ THR AT I |

Today, ONOS provides a legal path to broader access and its success could render shadow

libraries unnecessary.

3{TSl, ONOS TTUH Ugd & oI Ueh S AT UG Ral & 3R ITB! Tohardl RSt Argasi

DI GRS I Gbell 5|

It needs to prove it can deliver equitable access at a fair cost while India must foster greater

indigenous publishing capacity.

33 U8 IIf9d H1 111 o T8 AT Ugd &1 Id ATd IR U HR Al §, SIaid HRd

B 3w TSR UBTR &HdT BT FGIaT o1 ghTl|
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e On the first count, authorities must improve efficiency of use by consulting researchers on
which journals are useful and keep options like per-article fee open.

Ugd U8 R,

AT T YR HRAT BN 3R Uf-a Yoo o ey Jal @ g |
e On the second, ONOS frees funds at many institutes and intends to redirect them towards
pay-to-publish open-access journals.

TR W, ONOS T8 TR T ¢RI BT Gad Hal § AR Y U-g-UfRA=T SMu-uaa o-ed

D1 3R AISA BT W17 G &

fHTRAT BT Mepdisll § WA e & HI-H ufBerd Swdih 8, Iuan $i

¢ Instead, governments may use them to install and manage institutional repositories.
S TOI, WHR DT STINT HRINTT WS R SR Teifd A & o = 9ol B

o Experts suggest this could be complemented by a national rights retention policy, like at
Harvard and MIT, requiring researchers to deposit work regardless of publishers’ restrictions.

faRIvy geima < § fos 58 T g

PR TRevr Y gR1 b far S ovar 2, S BTdS

3R MIT H 8, S Tecpdiaf ¥ UebT=reh! o Tt & STavig 3 BT STHT B P U Bt

gl

e This could keep researchers in control, force journals to modify terms, and allow

journalists, activists, and independent researchers to access papers.

S SMyPatsil ST F1EA01 571 36 Tl &, URHTST B 30 A dger R ForgR fobar o

|

e Sci-Hub remains a symbol of resistance against publishers’ profiteering.
TS-89 US| & GATBTERT & RAaTH UfeRIY HT Uclies &1 gaf g

e Following the Delhi High Court order, the question is whether ONOS will eradicate the
disease rather than just manage the symptoms.

et S <aTaTe & 3T & 91 JITd U8 @ fb T ONOS Had AN ! Uefd B4 &b
oI INT BT JHTT B

Pharma industry hopes for relief from GST reforms

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The pharma industry is
optimistic that its con-
cerns, especially the in-
verted duty structure, will
be addressed by the forth-
coming Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) reforms, said
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
Chairman Satish Reddy.
“For an extended pe-
riod, the pharmaceutical

sector has faced structural
challenges, including high-
er GST rates and an invert-
ed duty structure, which
have impacted the cost ef-
ficiency of domestic manu-
facturing and affordability
of medicines,” Mr. Reddy
said.

“We are optimistic the
reforms will address these
critical concerns,” he said
on Tuesday.

Welcoming Prime Mi-

nister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent announcement on
next-generation GST re-
forms, he said besides the
concerns finding resolu-
tion, the industry is also
hopeful of the reforms pav-
ing way for introduction of
a rationalised, industry-
friendly tax framework.
“Such measures will sig-
nificantly improve the af-
fordability and accessibili-
ty of essential medicines

for every citizen, while al-
so enhancing the global
competitiveness and inno-
vation capacity of the In-
dian pharmaceutical in-
dustry,” Mr. Reddy saidina
statement, days ahead of
GST Council meeting that
is expected to discuss the
reforms.

Reaffirming the pharma
industry’s committent to
working in partnership
with the government to en-

Pharma industry hopes for relief from GST reforms

BT ITNT B SHTHT JURT A I8d &1 IHIS

o The pharma industry is optimistic that its concerns, especially the inverted duty structure,
will be addressed by the forthcoming Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, said Dr.
Reddy’s Laboratories Chairman Satish Reddy.

BT ITHT HI IAE § o IuD! A, faRve Iadt Yewp |1, STTH avg Te Ja1 H

(GST) GURY A R &iTh, ¥1 et oF. Yt Ao & AT T ¥ A

sure the reforms translated
into tangible benefits for
patients and the broader
healthcare ecosystem, Mr.
Reddy said amid an “in-
creasingly complex and
uncertain geopolitical en-
vironment, these steps will
not only reinforce India’s
healthcare security but al-
so strengthen the coun-
try’s role as a trusted
partner in global health
supply chains.”
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“For an extended period, the pharmaceutical sector has faced structural challenges,
including higher GST rates and an inverted duty structure, which have impacted the cost
efficiency of domestic manufacturing and affordability of medicines,” Mr. Reddy said.

e T 3§ BTATGfedd &F A WRATES AIadl B Jra-l f6aT g, o e Shgad a¥
3R It Yo WA M &, oI B IeTGT B ANTA Gl 3R garaif &1 ag-aar &t
guifad fear g, S X8t A Fall
“We are optimistic the reforms will address these critical concerns,” he said on Tuesday.

g Iufic 8 P T GUR 37 Heayuf st & @ &9, I2iH WITddR & &gl
Welcoming Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent announcement on next-generation
GST reforms, he said besides the concerns finding resolution, the industry is also hopeful of
the reforms paving way for introduction of a rationalised, industry-friendly tax framework.
FUTTHA TR 7S 1 87 B SFTelt Wt & SHTaet GURT St GIY0N BT WHATd B gU 3017
gl o5 Ridnail & GHI™ & ofaraT, ST &1 g8 H Iufie § o GUR T adeiTa 3R Se-
feadt w5 g A
“Such measures will significantly improve the affordability and accessibility of essential
medicines for every citizen, while also enhancing the global competitiveness and
innovation capacity of the Indian pharmaceutical industry,” Mr. Reddy said in a
statement, days ahead of the GST Council meeting that is expected to discuss the reforms.

VY HaH gR ATRS & AT Sraxges garsi &1 ag-iaar 3R Ugd & gyl gurR &3, Iy &
Wwﬂﬁwa@wﬁ%wﬁwmsﬁ?w&maﬁmﬁm it ¥
gwwﬁw SHewdt uftug @) 9@ I $o a7 ugd, o gurl R =i g1 31 safie

Reaffirming the pharma industry’s commitment to working in partnership with the
government to ensure the reforms translated into tangible benefits for patients and the
broader healthcare ecosystem, Mr. Reddy said amid an “increasingly complex and uncertain
geopolitical environment, these steps will not only reinforce India’s healthcare security but
also strengthen the country’s role as a trusted partner in global health supply chains.”

BT I B! I8 UfdaGdl alerd gU o 98 TSR & 1Y MR B ST diids gUR
AfrY 3R e TRy |ar 7F & e 31 a1y & sed, R Y5t A Hal f “ged |fed iR
AT YT AR §, A el 7 Had HRd 3t IR YR&T B Toigd B3 dfeth o
DT Yty 1 afe ey mafd gt & te fayasia urfier & wu A ot geg w1
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U.S. bids to trump China in struggle to
secure DR Congo’s critical minerals

DRC has some of the richest mineral reserves on the planet, vital for weapons and electric cars; threatened by the resurgence of the M23 militia

in the DRCs east, Congolese President seeks a deal with Washington, trading direct access to those minerals for beefed-up security cooperation

Agence France-Presse
KINSHASA

he United States
T wants to secure its
supply of strategic

minerals in conflict-torn
Democratic Republic of
Congo, hoping to challenge
China’s near-monopoly on
the lucrative sector.

While the strategy has
been in the works for
years, Washington has
doubled down on it since
Donald Trump’s return to

the White House in
January.
Although it is among the

world’s 15 least developed
countries, the DRC has
some of the richest miner-
al veins on the planet.
Besides gold and urani-
um, its mines contain sig-
nificant deposits of copper,
cobalt, coltan and lithium,
with uses ranging from
weaponry to  mobile
phones and electric cars.
More than three-quar-
ters of the world’s cobalt
came from the DRC in
2024, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey.
Threatened by the re-
surgence of the Rwanda-
backed M23 militia in the
DRC’s east, Congolese Pre-
sident Felix Tshisekedi has
sought to strike a deal with
the United States, trading
direct access to those min-
erals for beefed-up securi-
ty cooperation.
But the Congolese min-
ing sector is rife with
chronic trafficking, organ-

Stnteglc move: Copper being ext!acted in Kolwezi, DRC. More than three-quarters of the world’s cobalt
came from the DRC in 2024, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. FILE PHOTO

ised crime and corruption,
discouraging businesses
from investing.

Skirting eastern conflict
Since taking up arms again
in 2021, the M23 has taken
control of a raft of mining
sites in the eastern DRC,
notably in North and South
Kivu  provinces, with
Rwanda’s help.

However, Washington’s
gaze has turned further to
the southeast, to the cobalt
and copper-rich Katanga
region, which has been
spared by conflict in recent

times, according to
experts.
To rival China’s Belt and

Road global infrastructure
initiative, the United States
has worked for years to es-

tablish the “Lobito Corri-
dor”, an ambitious infras-
tructure project which
would allow minerals
mined in the southeastern
DRC to be transported
thousands of kilometres
(miles) overland to the At-
lantic Ocean.

Chinese businesses are
involved in mining the vast
majority of the DRC’s de-
posits, often taking over
from Western companies
put off by conflicts or the
business environment.

“If the Americans want
to enter into the sector to-
day and begin to make a
profit immediately, that
will involve snatching min-
ing permits away from cer-
tain companies,” said
Christian-Geraud Neema,

an expert for the China-
Global South Project, a
non-profit group.

“If they want to start
from zero, they will have to
request research permits
and get involved in explo-
ration, which could take a
minimum of eight to nine
years before achieving any
results,” he added.

Al mapping

To that end, KoBold Me-
tals, an American start-up
specialised in using artifi-
cial intelligence to discover
new mineral deposits, es-
pecially of lithium, signed
a declaration of principles
with the DRC’s govern-
ment in July for the explo-
ration of 1,700 new poten-
tial mining sites.

With financiers includ-
ing Jeff Bezos and Bill
Gates, the group likewise
obtained the authorities’
assent to comb through its
precious mining informa-
tion database.

“All the mines which we
know of come from search-
es done 80, even 100 years
ago,” under Belgian colo-
nial rule, said Jean-Jacques
Kayembe, coordinator for
the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EI-
TI) in the DRC.

“Less than 20% of the
territory has been subject
to sustained study,” he
added.

Plots up for grabs

In July, the DRC’s mining
registry made more than
600 mining titles up for
grabs following a major
clean-up of its records.

Several sources and se-
curity officials said the go-
vernment was piling on the
pressure to make those
plots available to respond
to US demands.

Crispin Mbindule, chair-
man of the board of direc-
tors of the Congolese min-
ing registry, denies those
claims, insisting that the
DRC “is not selling off its
assets”. He said that the
Americans “followed all
the procedures and paid
all the fees”.

Besides discovering new
deposits, the DRC is at-
tempting to respond to the
United States’s interests by
offering up joint ventures

in  mining companies
owned by the state, ac-
cording to Kayembe.

Looming over proceed-
ings is Israeli investor Dan
Gertler, who continues to
wield significant influence
in the DRC’s mining sector
despite being sanctioned
by the United States over
his dealings and business
practices.

“He still collects royal-
ties from three of the big-
gest mining projects in the
country,” said Jean Claude
Mputu of the non-profit
group The Congo is Not for
Sale.

In March 2021, the Unit-
ed States re-imposed sanc-
tions on Gertler, first set in
2017 for allegedly cheating
the DRC of about $1.4 bil-
lion in revenues through
opaque mining deals.

Mr. Trump had reversed
some of the sanctions just
before the end of his first
term.

“It’s impossible that so-
meone who has his know-
how will not be involved”
in the ongoing negotia-
tions, a European diplomat
said.

Congolese civil society
representatives launched a
campaign in July demand-
ing an end to the sanctions
against Gertler.

The Israeli business-
man, who has denied any
suggestion of being in-
volved in any massive re-
source corruption in Afri-
ca, could not be reached
for comment.

U.S. bids to trump China in struggle to secure DR Congo’s
critical minerals
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DRC has some of the richest mineral reserves on the planet, vital for weapons
and electric cars; threatened by the resurgence of the M23 militia in the DRC’s
east, Congolese President seeks a deal with Washington, trading direct access
to those minerals for beefed-up securlty cooperation
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The United States wants to secure its supply of strategic minerals in the conflict-torn
Democratic Republic of Congo, hoping to challenge China’s near-monopoly on the
lucrative sector.
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While the strategy has been in the works for years, Washington has doubled down on it
since Donald Trump’s return to the White House in January.
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Although it is among the world’s 15 least developed countries, the DRC has some of the
richest mineral veins on the planet.
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Besides gold and uranium, its mines contain significant deposits of copper, cobalt, coltan
and lithium, with uses ranging from weaponry to mobile phones and electric cars.
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More than three-quarters of the world’s cobalt came from the DRC in 2024, according to the
U.S. Geological Survey.

AR YaTe T & 3R, AT & BlaTee HI dH-A1UE T 31w 2024 T Stamedt
37|

Threatened by the resurgence of the Rwanda-backed M23 militia in the DRC’s east,
Congolese President Felix Tshisekedi has sought to strike a deal with the United States,
trading direct access to those minerals for beefed-up security cooperatlon
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But the Congolese mining sector is rife with chronic trafficking, organised crime and
corruption, discouraging businesses from investing.
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Since taking up arms again in 2021, the M23 has taken control of a raft of mining sites in the
eastern DRC, notably in North and South Kivu provinces, with Rwanda’s help.
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However, Washington’s gaze has turned further to the southeast, to the cobalt and copper-
rich Katanga reglon which has been spared by conflict in recent times, according to experts.
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To rival China’s Belt and Road global infrastructure initiative, the United States has
worked for years to establish the “Lobito Corridor”, an ambitious infrastructure project which
would allow minerals mined in the southeastern DRC to be transported thousands of
kilometres to the Atlantic Ocean.
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Chinese businesses are involved in mining the vast majority of the DRC’s deposits, often
taking over from Western companies put off by conflicts or the business environment.
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“If the Americans want to enter into the sector today and begin to make a profit immediately,
that will involve snatching mining permits away from certain companies,” said Christian-
Geraud Neema, an expert for the China-Global South Project.
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“If they want to start from zero, they will have to request research permits and get involved in
exploration, which could take a minimum of eight to nine years before achieving any results,”
he added.
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Al mapping To that end, KoBold Metals, an American start-up specialised in using artificial
intelligence to discover new mineral deposits, especially of lithium, signed a declaration of
principles with the DRC’s government in July for the exploration of 1,700 new potential
mining sites.
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With financiers including Jeff Bezos and Bill Gates, the group likewise obtained the
authorities’ assent to comb through its precious mining information database.
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“All the mines which we know of come from searches done 80, even 100 years ago,” under
Belgian colonial rule, said Jean-Jacques Kayembe, coordinator for the Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) in the DRC.
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“Less than 20% of the territory has been subject to sustained study,” he added.
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Plots up for grabs In July, the DRC’s mining registry made more than 600 mining titles
up for grabs following a major clean-up of its records.
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Several sources and security officials said the government was piling on the pressure to
make those plots available to respond to US demands.
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Crispin Mbindule, chairman of the board of directors of the Congolese mining registry,
denies those claims, insisting that the DRC “is not selling off its assets”. He said that the
Americans “followed all the procedures and paid all the fees”.
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Besides discovering new deposits, the DRC is attempting to respond to the United States’s
interests by offering up joint ventures in mining companies owned by the state, according to
Kayembe.
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Looming over proceedings is Israeli investor Dan Gertler, who continues to wield significant
influence in the DRC’s mining sector despite being sanctioned by the United States over
his dealings and business practices.
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“He still collects royalties from three of the biggest mining projects in the country,” said Jean
Claude Mputu of the non-profit group The Congo is Not for Sale.
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In March 2021, the United States re-imposed sanctions on Gertler, first set in 2017 for
allegedly cheatlng the DRC of about $1.4 billion in revenues through opaque mining deals.
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Mr. Trump had reversed some of the sanctions just before the end of his first term.
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“It's impossible that someone who has his know-how will not be involved” in the ongoing
negotiations, a European diplomat said.
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Congolese civil society representatives launched a campaign in July demanding an end to
the sanctions against Gertler.

BT ARTRD JHTST YA = JaTs & TEaR & RIAd Uliiae T HR- i T $Hd gu
T 3MHIH = fpar|

The Israeli businessman, who has denied any suggestion of being involved in any massive
resource corruption in Africa, could not be reached for comment.
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